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As lockdown continues to 

ease here in the UK it’s 

wonderful to stretch our legs 

and those of our locomotives 

too. 

I recently took a day off work 

and had a great running 

session with three friends.  

Ginger biscuits and steam oil, 

can you top that?  We 

stopped running for a photo 

opportunity or two, just like a 

real photo charter.  Three 

Archangel single Fairlie 

Snowdon Ranger’s 

(technically mine was Moel 

Tryfan) all in steam, just lazily 

making circuits round the 

garden - wonderful! 

This issue has been a 

marathon one for us to 

compile and we both hope 

you enjoy reading the 

content.  There’s lots in here 

reflecting the diversity of 

heritage modelling.  The Mike 

Beeson WD trucks are 

stunning and a testimony to 

Mikes attention to those 

really fine details.  Abusing 

my editorial position I’d be 

really keen to hear from 

anyone with a Mike Beeson 

L&B coach as Derek has 

included lurking in the back 

of the photo on the bottom 

of page 46….. 

There are no L&B’s in this 

edition—spoiler alert, 

however there is one on the 

work bench.  I’ve done my 

usual trick and sight of a L&B 

Manning Wardle in distress 

has effectively jumped the 

queue on my workbench.  It’s 

now being put back together, 

and I’m confident the wheels 

will soon be turning again. 

Peterborough is looming fast 

now, and it’ll be good to see 

familiar faces, even though 

the conditions will be unique.  

Well done to the Association 

Board for figuring out how to 

run the show in the current 

conditions.  Please say hi if 

you’re coming along to either 

of the sessions. 

Thank you for all the 

encouragement you continue 

to give Derek and I with 

Throwback.  It’s great to get 

these stories published.  I 

trust you enjoy #21, Nigel. 

Welcome to Issue Twenty One 
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Copyright on all 

materials in this 

newsletter remains 

vested in the authors 

and editor.  

Reproduction of the 

whole or any part is 

forbidden without 

relevant permissions. 

Cover shot; A fitting 

tribute Geoff 

Munday’s Double 

Fairlie, Livingston 

Thompson 

Moel Tryfan on the AVR 

photo Dave Pinniger 
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In an early edition of TBM Rob 
wrote about the World Tour of 
his replica of a wagon built by 
Jack Wheldon, of which the 
original I think came to him 
from Peter Jones. 
Rob built his replica and then 
sent if off to friends with the 
instruction that they should 
run it on their railway first, and 
then send it off again to one of 
their friends.  
Being 45mm gauge it couldn't 
actually run on my railway but 
I staged a picture with it 
immediately behind my 

Roundhouse "Taw". 
Each person was encouraged 
to write a memorial on the 
bodywork before passing it on. 
Here's my graffiti.   At some 
point it was sent over the 
Atlantic and visited several 
lines before fading from view. 
I asked Rob this morning if he 
knew what happened to it and 
just received this reply: 
 
" I'm under the impression that 
it's now living semi-
permanently at that garden 
railway in Towyn near the TR 

train station. But I may be 
mistaken. I think Brian Dominic 
was the one who delivered it 
there to live 'in residence', and 
then Brian died a year or so 
ago.  
I remember emailing Kes Jones 
a couple of years ago inviting 
her to send it to me if she felt 
it was in the way and not 
playing a role. I think what may 
need to happen is for a group 
of folks who are sojourning 
through the n.g. in the U.K. to 
stop by, pick it up, and bring it 
back with them. Jeff Young/

Peter Foley/Paul 
Hagglund/Ryan 
Bednarik come to 
mind. But that's not 
going to happen any 
time soon, and I'm in 
no rush whatsoever." 
 
Should it reappear in 
North America I would 
enjoy seeing it visit my 
new railway in Oregon 
which is dual gauge, 
and so it could actually 
be pulled along this 
time. 
 
JAMES RITSON  

The Wheldon Wagon Wanderings 
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Geoff Munday 

1946 – 2021    

-   A Short 

Appreciation 
Geoff Munday was a born and 
bred Mancunian.  In his very 
active youth, he was a keen 
member of the Boys Brigade 
where he learnt amongst other 
things how to play the bagpipes. 
He also became a very keen 
cyclist regularly entering time 
trials around his home city and 
the Cheshire Plain.  On leaving 
grammar school he was an 
electrical engineering apprentice, 
working and studying to become, 
after several years, a Sales 
Engineer in the industrial 
installation sector of electric 
power supply with NORWEB 
(North West Electricity Board). 
During this time, he met and 
married Edie, originally from 
Cumbria, then working as a nurse 
in Manchester. They married in 
1971 and a son, Neil, was born. In 
1978 the family moved to 
Chadderton near Oldham where 
they had five happy years and a 
daughter, Diane, was born in 
1980.  Successfully seeking 
promotion within the power 
industry, in 1983 Geoff moved 
over the Pennines to work for 
YEB (Yorkshire Electricity Board) 
based around the Leeds and 
Bradford areas, settling to live in 
Huddersfield.  

Geoff had started model making 
aged around 7 or 8 drawn to his 
father’s love of putting ships in 
bottles, later moving on to ‘bread 
and butter construction’ of 

clipper ships. Making models was 
a love that stayed with him all his 
life.  He also had a keen interest 
in trams, large and small.  To help 
the family settle into their new 
surroundings in Yorkshire, 
weekends were often spent 
visiting shows, exhibitions and 
local attractions.  One such visit 
in 1984 was to the Huddersfield 
Railway Modellers Annual Model 
Railway Exhibition in Slaithwaite. 
On display was an indoor 16mm 
to the foot scale / 32mm gauge 
railway layout, comprising of a 
simple circle with trains operating 
hauled by little live-steam 
Mamod locomotives. These being 
quite novel at the time created a 
lot of interest and displayed 
some potential for modelling 
prototype narrow gauge railways.  
The locomotives had already 
been improved by their HRM 
owners by modifying them for 
gas firing and radio control.  The 
spark was lit for Geoff and Neil!  
They were both hooked joining 
the HRM club the following 
Thursday evening.  Geoff’s 
membership continued unbroken 
from that time on. 

Geoff brought his management 
skills to HRM and soon became a 
valued club member, becoming a 

leading light amongst others 
driving the club forward across all 
the layout groups. He was 
elected to join the Committee 
holding various roles over the 
years – Chairman, Catering 
Manager and Clubroom Manager 
and when the club became a 
Limited Company, he served as a 
Company Director up until very 
recent times.  He played a crucial 
role over a decade ago in leading 
efforts to find and move the club 
from Meltham to Milnsbridge 
into new clubrooms. More 
recently, until mid-2019, he 
oversaw the further management 
of the most recent move to new 
clubrooms at Bath Mill in 
Lockwood, Huddersfield.  The 
HRM club and its members 
simply owe him a great deal and 
without him it would not be in 
the strong position it is in today. 

As interest in 16mm scale 
modelling grew, in 1985 Geoff 
joined the Association of 16mm 
Narrow Gauge Modellers, 
expanding his collection of 
locomotives and building rolling 
stock to run on what was the 
then the developing ‘North 
Meltham Light Railway’ layout, 
and later the ‘Nant Mawr’, 
’Dingle’ and ‘Portmadoc’ 16mm 
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 club layouts.  He also constructed 
a railway in his garden – ‘The 
Netherton Branch’ and regularly 
participated in garden railway 
meets with many friends within 
the Yorkshire 16mm Group. 
Some beautiful precisely 
modelled North Wales Narrow 
Gauge Railway Co. coaches he 
built were entered and won him 
prizes at the national Model 
Engineering Exhibition.  He also 
entered and often won modelling 
competitions at the Annual 
16mm Association AGM and 
model show held in the 
Midlands.  With his natural flair 
for modelling clearly 
demonstrating his fine skills, he 
helped build a national 
reputation for others to aspire to. 
His most recent success was a 
live-steam model of a Ffestiniog 
Railway Double Fairlie locomotive 
named ‘Livingston Thompson’.  A 
Double Fairlie is not technically 
the easiest locomotive to build in 
this scale - some have tried, 
many have failed.  Geoff had 
some sound ideas particularly on 
the boiler design and gas firing 
that he proved to work well.  The 
finished model is, as expected, 
built to a very high standard and 
simply works and runs as well as 
it looks!  

In the early 1990’s, Geoff was 

made an offer he couldn’t refuse 
to take early retirement. Great 
interest in the 16mm NG scale of 
railway modelling was rapidly 
expanding. Geoff recognised that 
what was lacking was a specialist 
‘locomotive liner’ among the 
various services supporting the 
hobby at that time. So, Geoff 
started his ‘Lightline’ business.  In 
his very professional way, he 
borrowed a couple of club 
members engines to line-out and 
they came back a real delight to 
view and watch operate. Over 
the years Geoff has lined many of 
his fellow HRM members’ 
locomotives and they look as 
good today as when he 
completed them.   Geoff, ably 
supported by Edie, became very 
well-known and popular on the 
garden railway show circuit 
through their friendly ‘Lightline’ 
exhibition stand.  He attracted a 
well-respected reputation for 
‘excellence’ with his work. His 
box of photographs of completed 
lining-out jobs, alongside his 
comprehensive website, became 
a common reference point for 
many a 16mm modeller. He 
certainly assisted many garden 
railway enthusiasts to achieve 
their model railway dreams, 
providing a service to add that 
final touch of lining class to many 

a locomotive. Look around on 
16mm garden railways and at 
shows today and his work can be 
seen.  Last year, when he 
reluctantly had to stop lining and 
cease trading, he had almost 
completed the lining of 3,000 
engines!  

What a legacy he leaves behind 
in garden railway modelling! 

This reflection was prepared by  
Rodger Schofield, Robert Groom 
and Andy Wilkinson of 
Huddersfield Railway Modellers 
16mm NG Group, with additions 
and corrections by Geoff’s family. 

 I was particularly saddened to hear 

of the death of Geoff Munday. I first 

came across Geoff when I got back 

into 16mm in 1999 and got him to 

line out my new R/H Russell. The 

lined-out engine duly appeared 

sometime in March, to be followed a 

little later by a ‘phone call from Geoff 

enquiring if we were going to be at 

Stoneleigh, and if so, could he 

borrow the loco back for a day to 

display on his stand? He’d just 

discovered that his stand that year 

was to be right next door to the 

Roundhouse's, and he didn’t have 

one of their latest models to 

display.... We said of course he could 

borrow it, and duly turned up that 

morning with the engine for him. We 

got on really well that day with both 

Geoff and his wife, and he 

subsequently lined out quite a 

number of locos for me, the final one 

being a DLG in 2019, which must 

have been one of the last ones he did 

before he stopped working. Geoff 

was always very keen to get the 

details right – when my ‘Taliesin’ was 

ready for delivery, he rang me to say 

that it was on its way, and proudly 

pointed out that he’d just spotted a 

small detail in the lining of the 

toolbox on a Victorian photo, and my 

engine was the first, and so far the 

only, one to incorporate this extra 

detail. With Moel Tryfan (Archangel), 

we spent ages looking at the various 

(b/w) photos and discussing what 

colour particular lines were likely to 

have been, given the possible 

relationships with known lining 

colours of the Festiniog for the 
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period. We 

spent a lot of 

time 

collaborating 

over the lining 

of my 

‘Beddgelert’, 

poring over 

the very few 

surviving 

photos of the 

prototype and 

discussing the 

interpretation 

of what we 

could see. 

When the job 

was finished, 

he 

commented drily that he could 

really see nothing else on the 

engine that could be lined out. 

Geoff and his wife were always a 

delight to see at exhibitions and 

were always happy to talk about 

what he was currently doing. His 

double Fairlie was a 

masterpiece, showing that he 

was every good a craftsman 

with metal as with a lining 

pen.  

MIKE EDWARDS 

Geoff’s Tom Rolt winning the Jack 

Wheldon Modeller Memorial 

Trophy in Modeller of the Year 

competition in 2001 - Photo Chris 

Dowlen 

 Michael Perrins kindly wrote the 

following: 

 

News of Geoff Munday's passing 

came as a real shock. I had not 

seen him for some time 

(possibly three years) and had 

not heard anything about him. 

So another stalwart who 

somehow was always around, 

and had a cheery word, has 

gone. To quote the late, great 

journalist Bernard Levin, I 

cannot get used to the 

disappearing trick my friends 

have taken to playing on me.  

 

In telling you about Snowdon 

Ranger that you now have, I 

mentioned that Alf had obtained 

it in exchange for one of his 

locos. This was his electrically 

powered diesel loco 'Holman', 

the only non-steam 16mm loco 

he built. After Alf died I 

managed to trace Holman, 

which had changed ownership a 

second time. Eventually the 

second owner sold it to me. 

None of the three owners had 

painted it, so I handed it to 

Geoff, who copied Alf's colour 

and lining style from one of his 

steam locos. By coincidence 

Holman was Geoff's 1,000th 

loco paint job, and he featured it 

as such in one of his 

advertisements in SMT 

(probably in 2005). I ran Holman 

several times at Brambleton 

until it suffered a mechanical 

failure, so now sits in a display 

cabinet. I guess Geoff's total 

now will have surpassed well 

over 2,000 - a wonderful legacy 

to leave in our hobby. 



Mind the 

gap - John Brittains 

West Claire #10 Photo 

Dave Pinniger 
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Attached is a line up of the three 

locos running on the Masham and 

Colsterdale Railway which have had 

the Geoff Munday treatment. 

Pearse "Leeds No1". I purchased 

new in 2005 and it was sent direct 

to Geoff to apply the lining. He'd 

researched this from the few 

available photos of Leeds and come 

up with the scheme. Collecting the 

loco from Geoff was the first time I'd 

met him and he was generous with 

his time showing me round his 

workshop and line as we drank tea 

and munched on biscuits. 

Wrightscale "Bella No14" I 

purchased this from Peter Dowd 

who had Geoff apply a weathered 

work-a-day livery, very different 

from the lining he is better known 

for. The loco is signed "Geoff 

Munday 03". 

"Cackler" I purchased from ANG at 

Elscar in 2017 and is in Dinorwic red 

with simple orange lining, 

underneath it is signed "1924 Geoff 

Munday 10" 

 

TONY WRIGHT IET, IEng. 



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Auction update: 

We have had a number of emails, and telephone 
calls from people who were interested in, and left 
bids for, the auction catalogue that we circulated last 
year. As we said at the time, due to covid and 
lockdown, coupled with the time of year, there was 
not enough interest so it was being held over with a 
view to holding a live auction at the Peterborough 
Show.  Under the current restrictions this still cannot 
take place.  If you have an interest in any of the 
models previously listed please contact Mike Riley 
direct on: company.secretary@16mm.org.uk  Mike 
will then let you know if the specific lot is still 
available for you to place a bid.  Mike, Derek and I 
recognise this isn’t what we’d planned for but we 
need to act and allow the proceeds to flow into the 
estate of the deceased member. 

Sales support: 

There has been more than one instance recently, 
where we have been asked to support the sale a 
loco. We get the details, lay it all out as we go (after 
all this is only a hobby for both of us and we take 
nothing for doing it even though it consumes a huge 
amount of our time), only to discover the model has 
been advertised and sold elsewhere. We have 
absolutely no problem with this, but please at least 
be good enough to tell us what you are doing in the 
first place, so that we don't waste our time, or the 
time of other placing bids for the described models.  

We can always put it in just before publication if you 
still have it.  On the subject of our time, we do get 
quite detailed emails, requiring a lengthy reply often 
with research and photos. Sadly, the recipients 
sometimes do not even say that they have got the 
email response, leaving us wondering if they did, let 
alone say thank you for all the effort.  

 

Sales successes: 

We'll start with a real success story. The DJB Kissack, 
which I erroneously thought might have a limited 
market, ended with five people locked in a 
protracted bidding war, and the hammer finally 
dropped at £2600 and a relieved buyer and happy 
seller! Auctioning through Throwback does work! 

The two Dobson Corris coach kits sold for £200 which 
we thought was about ballpark  

FOR SALE. 

A goodly selection for you to get your teeth into? 

 

Now, here's a funny thing. I was sure that the Malcolm 
Wright Tattoo would fly, and Kissack less so. What do I know? 
There has been interest in the Tattoo, and a couple of bids 
but they have been short of both mine and the owner's 
expectations. So, I have a number of photos if you ask, and I 
can confirm that the loco has sat in its carrying box for some 
twelve years, after only having steamed a couple of times. 
How many chances will there be to own one of these locos in 
such as new condition? All it needs is careful re-

commissioning and you are really almost starting from new. I 
have attached a couple of different views to those that 
appeared in TBM20. Talk to me if you are interested..... 

 

A real heritage classic. Although the marketplace has 
changed recently, what we are offering is a Tony Sant 
Finescale Dolgoch. As usual I have a raft of photos if you ask. 
The owner has sadly passed away, but his widow tells me 
that the loco went back to Tony in 2017 for a full overhaul. 
Still very desirable, and you rarely see one for sale. Open to 
offers, as also for the items below. 
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Two Talyllyn coaches from the same stable, as per photo. 

A rake of nine slate wagons, not all shown in photo. 

A bundle of used SM32 track, in all some 32 pieces of varying 
between full length down to one foot. 

 

You will have read about my getting a DJB Climax A series kit. I 
have shown it fully built, and it runs just superbly. Whilst it 
has been unkindly described as a chicken shed on wheels, I 
really like the look and there is no arguing that the loco is 
different. All axles driven like a Shay, but through a two speed 
gearbox with lever change, powered by a two cylinder steam 
motor that is a joy to watch working. 

Well, I probably never thought that another one would come 
this way, but here it is and it is open to offers. It is partly 



assembled, as you can see from the photos, and I have 
more on request. The photo of the steam motor is actually 
of the one in my own loco as whilst there is definitely one 
with the kit, for whatever reason I could not get the photo 
downloaded. 

 

Cheddar Goliath: Well, you will have read the article about 
Cheddar, and now you may well want to buy one so here it 
is! There is no argument about the engineering quality of 
Cheddar locos, and Goliath is based on the Bagnall 
"Pampero". This one was bought new from GRS in 2005, 
and has boiler and gas tank certificates. I have a number of 
photos, but in the one I have attached you can see that 

there is minor damage to the lining on the front top of the 
side tank. It is fitted with 40 MHz. radio control, and comes 

with the battery charger. It has been fitted with Cheddar's 
gas pressure regulator. Comes with its original box and 
instructions. Offers invited. 

 

The following items come from a well known 16mmer, and 
he has sent me a raft of photos of the items which you can 
ask me for.  

Roundhouse Argyll: Confirmed as built June 1994, and 
finished in Bronze Green which is the nearest to the 
prototype colour. The current owner has removed the BA 
screws holding both buffer beams to the frames, and fitted 
RH Tom Rolt buffers so that it now has both sprung and 
centre couplers as per prototype. Radio control has been 
converted to 2.4GHz, but the owner will be retaining the 
receiver, though is happy to fit a new one if the buyer 

supplies it. There is also a set of GRS loco names and 
railway railway crests. 

 

The C&M coaches, as per photos, were supplied many 
years ago as r-t-r by GRS, making them very rare. Transfers 
are included. 

 

Regner Lumberjack: You can see the condition from the 
photos. The loco is fitted with a micro Specktrum 2.4GHz r/
c, with a single servo controlling both speed and direction 
through the reversing valve. A rechargeable battery pack is 
included. The loco also boasts a fitted Regner boiler top up 
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valve kit which feeds down from the top of the water 
gauge keeping it clean. 

 

Offers are invited for each of the above. 

 

And now for something completely different! Fans (and 
there are many) of Ellie the self build tram, or the basic 
little Regner Otto when it was available, will find much to 
empathise with in this delightful little VB tram loco, built in 

1992. Rather than put in a mass of detail, please follow this 
link: 

https://www.16mm.org.uk/2015/12/01/december-2015-
vertical-boilered-tram-loco/ 

or if easier go to the Association website (16mm.org.uk), 
and find page 7 of the Model of the Month section, 
December 2015. There you will find many photos and 
details covering the mechanics of the model, as well as 
links to two clips where you can see it run and listen as 
well. 

Richard Huss wrote that piece, and has been custodian of 
the loco for some time on behalf of the owner who is now 
offering it for sale. Richard opines that, if you want a 
straight out of the box perfect running no hassle loco then 
you should pass on this. If you appreciate the idea of a loco 

that you will take time to get to know and learn its foibles, 
have to tinker with occasionally, and can value it for being 
more than a bit unique, then this is for you. Of course, it 
also happens to be a tram! 

As always, offers are invited.  

Other sales  items are as listed in TBM #20 

WANTED 

New additions to the wanted list; 

We have someone looking for a Tolhurst Model Engineers' 
VoR Swindon built 3rd. class carriage in crimson & cream. 
They would also like to buy Perfect World/Trenarren 
Models unmade and complete station lamp(s), and for both 
in good condition will pay a fair price plus all associated 
costs. 

… then the original list… 

Essel Engineering Hunslet Wagonmaster in any gauge. 

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

A good while ago, I asked if anyone had a copy of John 
Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'. One was 
offered at a sensible and fair price, but the potential buyer 
was suddenly saddled with a very large car repair bill, and 
had to decline.  He is now in a position to try to secure a 
copy of the book again - are you able to help with one 
please? 

On the subject of literature, after giving away a collection 
of Tom Cooper magazines, we now have a lady who would 
like as full a set of all Tom's magazines as possible - if you 
have any please get in touch. 

The Merlin Monarch that has sold, was minus the brass 
dome that fits over the safety valve. If you can help with 
one of these please?   

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel coach 
kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed to 
their newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy 
some - preferably unstarted but complete models would be 
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considered if their condition is reasonable. 

The live wanted list keeps growing…... 

A pair of 32mm wheelset Accucraft W&Ll (or GW) lettered 
timber bolster wagons 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse Lilla 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

An Archangel Jack. 

IP Engineering four wheel coach kits with milled sides 

Tom Cooper Huddy Hunslet 

A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 

Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
etc. 

A Finescale Hunslet. 

A battery L&B Manning Wardle, e.g. the Accucraft electric 
version or one built from a GRS kit. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

A Phil Flint L&B Lew - in any condition 

Dead or Alive - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A rake of Accucraft W&Ll coaches, in the chocolate and 
cream livery. 

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

2 x Blanche in Black with Penrhyn lining. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis? 

A John Brittain coal fired NGG16 Garratt. 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests  or NGG16 Garratt 

A Locomotion Metrovic battery electric loco. 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

A Roundhouse Talyllyn No:7 Tom Rolt in 32mm gauge. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Archangel Snowdon Ranger/Moel Tryfan 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

Harvey Watkins Zulu 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.  Have you shut one of these away in a 
cupboard somewhere?  Loving home offered. 

Accucraft Isle of Man loco. 

LGB Ziller coaches with the matchboard sides. 

Regner Konrad 

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 
but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Triassic kits, of Talyllyn coaches 1,2,3.  Also any Talyllyn 
coaching stock (except no:4 or the modern post war 
bogies).  This would include the ex-Corris and GVT 
coaches.  Buyer would also consider buying any TR goods 
rolling stock, as well as locos either steam or electric 
traction.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Roundhouse Pooter 

Merlin Little Wonder 

Large bore Archangel cylinder such as fitted to Brick, Sgt. 
Murphy etc.   

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol.  Makes a change from the 
Archangel versions, but the owner just loves the model as 
is.  

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition. 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile.  

An Archangel Brick, and also a coal fired Jack. 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 
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Example of 

an Archangel 

Rheidol Pho-

to David Pin-

niger 
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 I still don't detect the usual level of sales via this medium.  

 

The IP Jane, 45mm, r/c with tender has reduced to £500. The green GVT style 45mm 
which seemed to be Mamod based also dropped to £500 and is listed as out of stock 
but with no bidders. 

There are various offers of Peter Dobson's book '16mm Scale Live Steam Model 
Locomotives Vol.1) hovering around £30 plus. 

I was the underbidder for a GRS L&B Manning Wardle loco kit, new and untouched. It went to the only 
other bidder for £320 with four seconds left (!). Oddly, I offered a buy it now of £350 with three days 
left and was declined. It would also have been cash as it was local to me, so no PayPal charges. Oh 
well! I was bidding on behalf of a friend. 

A Steamlines Motor Mule is this month's surprise. It needed repair and likely a new battery, but went 
up to £337.97 with 35 bids! 

A really good looking early Beck Zillertal 0-6-2 in black, and 45mm had five bidders on its way to £581. 

For my own amusement there was a Big-Big blue diesel listed at £34.99. Don't know if it sold or not. 

Finally, continuing my comments about the price of rolling stock appearing low, a GRS Pickering coach in red, looking 
well in the photos, had 25 bids yet only went for £60.95...... 

AUCTION REPORT - An Accucraft Mannin described as damaged and with photos showing a heavy impact sold for 
£600 plus 25% commission and vat if applicable. Please let me know of any auction results as I do not follow these 
regularly. 

So if you normally ignore my 
recommendations, just give this one a 
try. My interests are not just n.g. and in 
fact there is quite a list. One major one 
is old aircraft. So, if you want one of the 
most beautiful planes, and steam that 
you can only marvel at, put in: Air Force 
One and BIGBOY Locomotive. 

Steam trams in Netherlands in the 
1920s in color: The original black and 
white film has been colour enhanced 
for this, but it is a fascinating insight 
into what travel was like back then, and 
the small four wheeled coaches with 
balcony ends to me are very 
reminiscent of the Corris four wheelers. 

Steam train from Kandy to Colombo, 
Sri Lanka: Okay, standard gauge but in 
six minutes you get a great look at the 
countryside, the cab and crew and the 
railway infrastructure which is fully 

semaphore signalled and still controlled 
by tokens. 

16mm NG Merlin Matador: Alan Leslie 
kindly sent this link to a short clip of the 
loco running on his line. It is the one 
whose photograph appears in this 
issue. 

Corris Machynlleth Railway: This won't 
be to everyone's taste, but I would say 
stick with it. It is a computer generated 
run along the whole line, and for me as 
someone who has driven up to Corris 
many times, it still made me realise 
much more where the line went and 
what it was like in the day. It is very 
well done. 

James Spooner running and More 
James Spooner: Keith Skillicorn has 
posted these clips of his new-build as 
per photo in this 

issue. There are two versions of the 
running clips, with the first being when 
the loco was still in brass. Then follow 
that with James Spooner on test with 
45lbs of loaded hopper waggons to be 
really impressed, though it could have 
pulled more except that the loco kept 
slipping due to greasy rails. Wow! 

DEREK 

YouTube 
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IT'S ALL 

THERE IN 

BLACK AND 

WHITE 

In this issue we are again grateful 

to Keith Skillicorn, who took the 

shot on Dave Mees' line in North 

Wales. The loco is owned by Tim 

Furber, and previously Tim 

Gregson. It is of Roundhouse 

construction, but with quite a few 

detail enhancements. 

I recall Andrew Charman 

encouraging people to 

photograph locos from below, 

looking upwards at them when 

he used  

to edit SMT. You would have to 

say that he is right, looking at this 

shot - the average casual glance 

would probably not even think 

that this is a model scene? 

Testament to Dave Mees's 

modelling abilities and Keith's 

skills. 

 

DEREK  

Mind the 

gap - Archangel 

meths fired Snowdon 

Ranger, Photo Dave 

Pinniger 
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GARDEN RAIL MAGAZINE many of you read this, and will have seen in the May 

2021 edition that the editor, Phil Parker, paid a very kind and totally unsolicited compliment to Throwback 
Modeller, directing anyone who didn't know to the salop 16mm website to read it.  You are very welcome to find it 
there, but it is worth knowing that there have been times when we have emailed a separate piece to the magazine, 
usually regarding items for sale, that are not placed on the website. Nigel and I are very happy to send it all directly 
to you - I maintain the contact addresses on my own computer and they are not available to anyone else. All 
mailings are blind so no-one sees your details. Just contact Derek if you want to receive it direct. 

It is also worth mentioning that all sales items in the magazine are open to anyone to bid for - you do not have to be 
a member of any group, and our own heritage group is totally informal. So have a go to buy something if you want 
to.   

DEREK 

 

MERLIN MATADOR 
Recently, whilst going through 
old files Alan Leslie found these 
photos of a Merlin Matador 
which he had on test on his line 
in 2010.   If you do not know the 
loco, then it had rigid cast 
frames, and in order to allow it to 
traverse curves there was a 
considerable amount of side float 
on the wheels. There is a link to a 
short clip of it running if you look 
at the You Tube column in this 
issue. 

 

DEREK  
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This is a short 
history about 
Ungowa, which was 
my first 16mm 
battery diesel 
locomotive, as well 
as my venture into 
metal bashing. 
Since it was built in 
1992, it has been 
my go to engine for 
track testing after 
garden 
maintenance and 
has proved an ideal 
loco for a quick run 
round the garden 
when I am pottering 
about weeding etc. It was built 
around the reliable 'Peldon' 
chassis. At that time I really 

liked this 
Brandbright loco 

but for me it was then a 
bit too expensive. As a 
compromise I bought a 
chassis from Richard 
(Brandbright) and 
decided to build my own 
superstructure. To keep 
things as straightforward 
as possible it was built 
with a peaked roof, while 
the bonnet top was 
made using thin brass 
sheet formed over a 
balsa wood core shaped 
by cutting and sanding. 

The rest of the superstructure, 
also of brass, was embellished 
with Gratech white metal 

castings, including the radiator, 
sandboxes and ventilation 
louvres to enhance the 
appearance and also add 
weight. Finally name and 
works plates were added, 
which memory says I also got 
from Brandbright. 

Electrics are not my strong 
point, so initially the loco was 
wired by a friend of a friend, 
and this included a horn based 
on two Piezzo buzzers and a 
working headlight. A 
supplementary rechargeable 
battery supply was installed in 
a separate permanent way 

wagon as I was concerned 
about battery life. Years later, 
and with improved battery 
technology this was no longer 
required, and so at the same 
time the horn was removed. 

A few years ago the driver 
'Tarzan' received a canine 
companion, so now he and his 
faithful friend continue to 
provide sterling service on my 
Ouse Valley Light Railway, 
despite having been joined in 
later years by more modern 
battery diesel locos. 

 

MARK SCRASE  

Electric Avenue 
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I was intrigued by the last 
"Electric Avenue", concerning 
the 'Salem Diesel Type 9' from 
Steve Baker and his problems 
getting it to run satisfactorily.  

 

Many years ago (probably 
getting on for 20) when we 
lived in Hampshire, I was given 
a diesel-outline loco named 
"Baldric" by a fellow modeller 
who was despairing of it. I 
knew nothing of its 
provenance, but had always 
assumed that it was a Salem 
model. It doesn't look quite 
the same as Steve's 'Type 9' 
but there's a family 
resemblance.  

"Baldric" originally had a 
sealed 6 V lead-acid battery, 
but that was completely dead. 
I did get it running 
on rechargeable 
cells, but it was 
always thoroughly 
under-powered, 
even when using 
7.2 V. It would 
move itself OK, but 
stalled as soon as 
given anything to 
pull; the phrase 
about skin and 
custard comes to 
mind! It has 
therefore sat at 
the back of a shelf 

all this time, 
glowering at 
me from time 
to time. But it 
has never 
quite got to 
the top of the 
list of 
priorities, 
though it 
would be nice 
to see it 
earning its 
keep one day. 

 

Maybe the place to start (in 
the UK anyway) would be Roy 
Wood, who I see still sells a 
Salem diesel alongside 'Janet' 
and 'De Winton', which he 
took over from PPS Steam 
Models when Alan Whitaker 

finally retired. ('Janet' 
was the evolution of 

the IP Engineering 'Jane', itself 
a 'workable' version of the 
ubiquitous Mamod.) From the 
video on his website, Roy's 
revamped Salem is clearly not 
under-powered! 
(roywoodmodels.co.uk) 

 

I attach a couple of pictures of 
"Baldric" - the first ('studio' 
picture) is from not long after I 
got the loco. The others are 
contemporary, including years 
of accumulated grime and 
dust! 

 

PETER HAYWARD  

Electric Avenue Two/Too? 



P A G E  1 8  I S S U E  2 1  M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 1  

 

 

I'm Allright 

Jack 
A smutty story of garden steam 

by David Rowlands 

Spirit-firing of medium/high 

pressure live steam locomotives 

for outdoor running is both 

convenient and nostalgic:  the 

blended smells of hot metal, 

burning meths and steam oil 

provide a charisma that takes one 

straight back to childhood 

pleasures with a Bassett-Lowke 

'Enterprise'.  Butane-firing is a 

little clinical, and redolent of the 

aerosol age, but has decided 

advantages for raising steam 

quickly.  You get controllable 

internal firing without the need of 

a blower to draw the fire.  

However, there's nothing like 

coal.... 

Many engineers have responded 

to the challenges of coal firing in 

0 gauge, even of passenger (or 

driver) hauling, as with LBSC’s 

‘Josei’.  However, not until 

Stewart ‘Archangel’ Browne 

started to experiment, did 

commercial coal firing for 0 gauge 

become everyday reality.  He 

used the larger concept of On2, 

with the benefit of large, tubed 

boiler and big grate area, to 

produce ‘Jack’, an 0-4-2T based 

on the well-known ex-Cliffe Hill 

Railway Bagnall.  Its success is a 

matter of history. 

The Colonel and I, Receiver and 

Manager of the Alderbrook Valley 

Railway respectively, had made 

several visits to the North Herts 

NG Rly of society photographer 

Peter ‘Snapper’ Dobson, but our 

attempts to demoralise this rival 

concern had only resulted in our 

being bidden to inspect a new 

station alignment, and much 

gardening labour.  Needing to 

uphold the superiority of the 

AVR, we borrowed a ‘Jack’ for the 

weekend.  These locos normally 

come supplied with coal, but this 

commodity we now lacked.  

However, our shed staff had the 

forethought to provide some 

charcoal lumps soaked in meths 

Jack taken by Dave Pinniger shows the loco 

running on Dave Rowlands' own AVR line. 
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 (a new use for old coleslaw 

cartons) while yours truly 

pinched a chunk of fossilised fern 

from a neighbour at dead of 

night. 

The secret of successful coal-

firing in this scale (16mm/ft) we 

were to discover is a good, even 

hot bed of fire over the bottom 

of the firebox.  The day was hot, 

and our sockless feet in sandals 

soon discovered the lack of an 

ashpan.  The Dobson labradors 

slept peacefully at our feet, 

singeing gently alongside the 

steaming bay.  First discovery of 

the day:  the electric blower 

would not suck the head off a 

pint of beer, let alone draw a fire.  

Send out for a new battery, rake 

out embers onto sleeping dogs 

and start again.  New battery 

connected – goodoh:  buzz, 

buzz... Two minutes later the 

blower falls apart, disgorging a 

shower of soot and cinders 

sucked through the boiler:  the 

draught is now too fierce.  Sweep 

out tubes and smokebox.  The 

Colonel starts again with another 

blower, and the serfs nobly bash 

the coal into ‘pea-sized’ pieces, 

while the charcoal is lit.  A fire of 

charcoal is gradually built up with 

the replacement blower sucking 

merrily;  the pressure needle 

rises to 30lbs., so on with the 

loco’s own blower, and begin 

to add coal gradually.  A vast 

plume of mephitic thick brown 

smoke rushes skyward and 

towards Greta Dobson’s washing.  

(I guess Stewart has a reason for 

specifying ‘smokeless’ coal).  

Hell’s eggs!  The boiler is full, and 

the blower is now spattering a 

thick, black, hot soup from the 

chimney and over everything 

within a 10ft. Radius.  Luckily the 

surprise of seeing his his tan-

coloured labradors turn black, 

has prevented Peter from 

wielding his ‘Brownie’ on the AVR 

management, who look stricken 

with the pox.  The needle drops 

back to base.....Bring back the 

battery blower, all is forgiven! 

We drink NHNGR beer and listen 

to Greta’s comments while 

waiting for the boiler to cool.  Tip 

out the excess water, rake out 

the ashes from the firebox, and 

soot from the smokebox (yet 

again). 

The sequence begins afresh.... 

pressure up 

and loco’s 

blower on.  Put 

her on the track 

quickly.  

loco testing at Peter Dobson's line for 

the original article  

Poor photo, but it shows Mike 

Morris getting up steam in an 

enclosed room for the Charity 

Show held in Oswestry in 2013  
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Crumbs, all those controls – it’s 

like a Bullied Pacific – all those 

knobs to twiddle:  which is the....?  

Ah, yes!  A gentle push forward to 

set the motion, and she moves 

with a rude belch.  Smell that 

sulphurous bouquet now you 

NHNG-ers!  The ‘sweetest thing’ 

this side of ... heaven? (Obviously 

Charnel No.5!).  ‘Jack’ runs one 

hesitant circuit while the water 

pump delivery is adjusted 

(crosshead drive) so as not to 

flood the boiler...success at last!  

Oh, crumbs, the pressure is 

dropping, the fire is out.... Ignore 

Peter’s comments on how quickly 

his ‘Snowdon Ranger’ is raising 

steam, and pretend that we are 

enjoying sweeping wet coal 

sludge out of firebox and tubes.  

Yes, definitely smokeless fuel 

next time!  No wonder she was 

having trouble breathing though, 

here in the chimney is the stem 

of the blower that fell apart 

earlier.  It’s a wonder she 

steamed at all.  What’s that?  No 

more coal?  Nonsense!...... but 

sadly true.  Moodily return to 

Peter’s ale, while his ‘Snowdon’ 

clatters past, safety valve 

blowing..... 

Back to the AVR, next day, with a 

supply of Archangel best 

smokeless nuts, and the Colonel 

full of confidence begotten by 

home ground, a lovely fire is 

produced and ‘Jack’ steams, and 

steams and steams....... six 

circuits of the AVR per miniature 

shovelful of coal – that’s about 

500 yards.  Mind you, she uses 

some water;  no wonder Stewart 

travels with his heirloom teapot 

rather than relying on the 

piddling flow from lineside water 

towers.  There’s a lot to learn .... 

right depth of fire, best size of 

coal granules, adjustment of the 

crosshead pump, but – by golly – 

it’s fun and it smells and sounds a 

treat, especially climbing the 

banks.  Our ladies, reclining at 

their ease in deckchairs and 

giving us the benefit of their legs, 

are less enchanted.  Working 

hard uphill, ‘Jack’ draws hot 

cinders through the boiler and 

they fall out on to those 

deckchairs – straight through a 

nylon shirt – instant aertex!  My 

‘Driver’s’ straw hat looks like Tom 

Tyler’s sombrero in a B certificate 

Western film:  you’d swear they 

were bullet holes through the 

brim. 

Oooh Look!  The embankment is 

on fire ...... 

If anyone wonders why I consider 

Dave Rowlands to be one of the 

finest wordsmiths in the hobby, 

and someone who along with 

Dave Pinniger and Jack Wheldon 

popularised the hobby to such a 

great extent in the early days, 

then this article should tell you 

why. In my humble opinion the 

final sentence is literary genius. 

The article first appeared in 

'Model Railways' magazine of 

June 1981.  DEREK 

A Jack in ex-works original condition  
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Catatonk 

chronicles 
By Kendrick Bisset 

At Diamondhead, Missis-

sippi, I prepared a discus-

sion on Catatonk Locomo-

tive Works. A surprising 

number of people partici-

pated. Eight examples of 

Catatonk production were 

on display, brought by several 

attendees. 

 

Over the years, the Catatonk Lo-

comotive Works had four (or five, 

depending on how you count) 

designs of live steam locomotives 

manufactured. In roughly chrono-

logical order: 14 ton (small) Shay, 

Heisler, 24 ton (large) Shay, 24 

ton Shay Mark II (if you want to 

count this as a separate design), 

and Climax. This is an attempt to 

tell their story, locomotive by 

locomotive, in the order listed 

here. This means that the discus-

sion will not be in strict chrono-

logical order, because production 

of several of the locomotives 

overlapped in time. 

The start: the Catatonk name 

Well before there was any 

thought of making steam locomo-

tives, Ron and Marie Brown were 

driving around the area near 

Owego, New York. Passing the 

small hamlet of Catatonk, Marie 

commented that she liked the 

name. 

 

Fast forward a few years, Ron 

was wanting some US style 

geared live steam locomotives. 

Approaching several manufactur-

ers, Ron was unable to garner 

any interest. The common re-

Model Qty Maker Announced Pilot model first public 
outing 

Sold out 

14 ton Shay (small 
Shay) 

25 Gordon Watson March 1994 Diamondhead 1995   

14 ton Shay (total 
50 made) 

25 Gordon Watson       

14 ton Heisler 25 Mike Chaney January 1997 Diamondhead 1997 Summer 1998 

24 ton Shay   (big 
Shay) 

25 Mike Chaney November 1997   Summer 1998 

14 ton Heisler 
(second run) 

25 Mike Chaney       

24 ton Shay   (big 
Shay Mk II) 

25 Mike Chaney late 2001?   Summer 2002 

18 ton Climax 25 Mike Chaney November 2003 Diamondhead 2004   

18 ton Climax 
(second run) 

30 Mike Chaney January 2006     
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sponse was that it would not sell, 

so they were not interested. 

(Accucraft was formed in 1994, 

so was only just getting started.) 

Ron decided to commission the 

manufacture of a small Shay, and 

contacted Gordon Watson of 

Argyle Loco Works, Australia. Ron 

needed to set up a company to 

handle the project, and Catatonk 

Locomotive Works was born.  

 

14 ton Shay 

The first ad for the small Shay 

was in the March/April 1994 is-

sue (No. 21) of Steam in the Gar-

den magazine. This ad stated that 

this was to be a limited run of 25, 

but Gordon Watson indicated 

that there was one contract for 

50 Shays. For this discussion, this 

will be divided into two groups of 

25 each. The pilot model of the 

14 ton Shay was shown at Dia-

mondhead in January 1995. An 

early production model was on 

the cover of SitG Issue 29, July-

August 1995, showing a green 

cab. In the “What’s New” section, 

it is described as the first produc-

tion model, but Gordon Watson 

has said that it was serial number 

06. Some models were modified 

by owner request, including paint 

schemes. Ron Brown kept the 

first Shay. It is in Marie’s home, 

displayed on a trestle, in a display 

case. The ad mentions the possi-

bility of a second run with 

“backdating”: acetylene head-

lights with an appropriate tank 

on the running board, and no 

generator. Perhaps four more 

were sold as Argyle locomotives 

using some extra parts. At least 

some of these latter had a cab 

design with a round side opening 

similar to an actual Shay used in 

Australia.  

The small Shay has two cylinders, 

slide valves and Stephenson valve 

gear. Options included a working 

whistle, boiler fill valve, pressure 

gauge, and R/C mounting and 

linkage kit. The one example I 

have seen has the whistle, as 

does Jim McDavid’s loco pictured 

in SitG showing a relocated gas 

tank.  

Richard Findlayson reviewed the 

small Shay in the May-June 1996 

Steam in the Garden, issue 33. 

That article mentions a few is-

sues, which Ron Brown indicated 

had been addressed in later pro-

duction. One should therefore 

not expect that all locos are the 

same. In Issue 34, in the “Steam 

Scene”, Jim McDavid wrote that 

he had moved the gas tank in his 

Catatonk Shay from the cab into 

the bunker, and included a water 

tank. This arrangement was used 

in all later Catatonk locomotives.  
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14 ton Heisler 

The next Catatonk locomotive 

was a 14 ton Heisler. Mike 

Chaney in England had been ad-

vertising in SitG.  For this new 

locomotive, he became the con-

tractor. It was announced in Is-

sue 37, January-February 1997. 

The initial offering was limited to 

25 locomotives, and apparently 

made in 1997. 

The model was 

introduced at 

Diamondhead in 

January, 1997.  

Issue 45, May-

June 1998, had a 

review of the 

Heisler by Kevin 

O’Connor, and a 

picture on the 

cover. Issue 46, 

July-August 1998 

carried an ad indi-

cating that the 

Heisler was sold 

out. A second 

run, probably of 

25, was made but 

not announced. Based on known 

serial numbers, this second run 

was made in 2000. Based on 

photos of one locomotive from 

each run and one report, in the 

first run, the throttle shaft is hor-

izontal, and in the second run, it 

is vertical. 

 

It should be pointed out that 

Mike Chaney stamped serial 

numbers on the boilers and, in 

some cases, also on a plaque. 

The number includes two or four 

digits for the year, a letter indi-

cating the model (Shay, Heisler 

or Climax), and a two- or three-

digit serial number. The serial 

numbers of the second batch 

seem to have followed on from 

the first batch.  

 

24 ton Shay (two versions) 

 

Near the end of 1997, a new 24 

ton Shay was announced, again 

made by Mike Chaney. Issue 42, 

November-December 1997 car-

ried the ad. Issue 43, January-

February 1998, carried a color ad 

for the two Shays and the 

Heisler. This same ad also ap-

peared in Issues 44 and 45.  

Ken Brown (Ron and Marie’s 

son) made wood cases for Ron to 

sell with Catatonk locomotives. 

Ken used solid oak, blind dove-
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tails, and curved joint detail in 

the top corners. Issue 46, July-

August 1998 again carried the 

color ad of the three locomo-

tives, but with “Sold Out” ban-

ners across the large Shay and 

the Heisler. The same ad was also 

in Issue 47. Those ads also men-

tioned a proposed vertical boiler 

Shay. Some parts of the vertical 

boiler Shay were made, but no 

locomotives were completed.  

Issue 53, November-December 

1999, carried a review by Carl 

Malone of the large Shay; the 

first version was pictured. Issue 

62 (undated, but probably late 

2001) advertised “Only a few 

reservations still available for our 

final run … the Mk II version” 

with upgrades listed, including air 

pump and mechanical improve-

ments. The same ad was in Issue 

63. In Issue 65 (undated, but 

probably summer 2002) was an 

ad stating that the second run 

was sold out. Torry Krutzke re-

viewed the Mark II version in 

Issue 71, July-August 2003. Based 

on known serial numbers, the 

first batch was made in 1998, and 

the second in 2002.   The Mk II 

large Shay can be identified by 

the toolbox and air tank on the 

“good” side running board; but 

because many engines were 

modified by their owners, this 

may not be reliable. 

 

Climax 

The 18 ton Climax was an-

nounced in Issue 73, November-

December 2003, again made by 

Mike Chaney. Issue 74, January-

February 2004 has a picture of 

Ron Brown at Diamondhead with 

the pilot model Climax. The first 

25 locos were made in 2004, 

based on known serial numbers. 
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 Issue 85, January-February 2006 

had an ad announcing the “final 

run” of the Climax. The same ad 

appeared in Issues 86 and 87. 

Issue 87, May-June 2006 also 

included a review of the Climax 

by Peter Jobusch. 

 

Apparently, based on serial num-

bers, this second batch had 30 

models, for a total of 55 Climax-

es. This second batch was made 

in 2007. 

 

Overview 

There were apparently a total of 

205 Catatonk locomotives made: 

seven batches of 25 and one 

batch of 30. Production spanned 

1995 (25 years ago) through 

2007. Many engines were modi-

fied, some extensively. Presence 

or absence of toolboxes, air 

tanks, and other details should 

not be used to identify which 

group a particular locomotive 

belongs to. Ron Brown himself 

modified at least an early Climax, 

a second run large Shay, and his 

Heisler. Modifications could run 

from paint (window frames and 

other details), to a whistle, to 

working headlights, and to more 

extensive changes. 

 

Some Stories 

My first steamup at “Paradise 

East” (otherwise known as the 

home of Ron and Marie Brown in 

Newark Valley, NY) was in 2008. 

Ron let it be known at that gath-

ering that he was selling a Cata-

tonk Climax. Peter Jobusch 

demonstrated his Climax for me, 

and with that demonstration and 

Peter’s encouragement, I pur-

chased the loco on August 24, 

2008 (Sunday) at the end of the 

steamup. Upon arrival home and 

examining the engine, I called 

Ron because it is serial number 

2004 C001, and I wanted to be 

sure he meant to sell it. He as-

sured me he did mean to sell it, 

as he needed to reduce his col-

lection. He told me that he had 
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 the first Catatonk loco, a small 

Shay, as well as the last, another 

Climax. Ron had modified the 

engine he sold, adding larger 

wood end beams, wood overlays 

for the running boards, wood 

‘fuel’ in the bunker, electrifying 

the headlights, and adding a low 

water indicator. The original end 

beams, and a few other parts, are 

in the case he sold with the en-

gine. Ron passed away on Octo-

ber 3, 2010. 

 

I bought a second Catatonk loco, 

a large Shay, from the estate of 

Bill Crane, through Mike Moore, 

in February 2013. Much work had 

to be done on both the box and 

the loco. Several joints on the 

box had pulled apart, and the 

foam lining had disintegrated and 

become oil soaked. The foam was 

removed, and the joints re-glued, 

clamped, and reinforced. The 

removable floor was modified to 

allow small bungee cords to be 

used to hold the locomotive to 

the floor, and latches added to 

hold the floor down within the 

case. Donna, my wife, re-finished 

the repaired case. The locomo-

tive had a tar like substance 

around the burner holder and 

dribbled on the cab floor. With 

much work, the tar was removed 

and the burner area cleaned up. 

The Climax has a small hole next 

to the burner to allow inspection 

of the flame; a similar hole was 

added to the Shay. The loco came 

with the manual, personalized to 

Bill Crane, with serial number 04 

noted, with a date of August 

1999. In November, 2019, I want-

ed to check the exact form of the 

serial number, to see if it fol-

lowed the form I had seen on 

other Mike Chaney locomotives. 

Imagine the surprise when I 

found 98 S 01 stamped on the 

end of the boiler. 

 

Ron Brown seems to have been 

quite the salesman. More than 

one owner reports that they ex-

amined a sample locomotive, but 

made no firm commitment to 

purchase. Many months later, 

Ron called them to say that their 

locomotive was ready to be 

shipped. At least two owners did 

not decline to make the pur-

chase. 

 

Two questions arose at the 

meeting in Diamondhead. It 

seems that few of the manuals 

for the Catatonk locomotives 

have survived with the locos. Ron 

Brown did email a Climax manual 

to me after I bought the engine, 

but there are no covers with the 

file. My first run 24 ton Shay 

came with the manual, and Chris 

Sortina allowed me to photo-

graph his Mark II Shay manual. 

Does anyone else have a manual 

they can scan or let me borrow to 

scan? 

Another question is availability of  

spare or replacement parts. Does 

anyone know of sources? 

 

Primarily for my own infor-

mation, I have been collecting 

serial number information. The 

only example I have seen of an 

Argyle (Gordon Watson) 14 ton 

Shay is serial number 01, which is 

engraved on a plaque under the 

frame. The Mike Chaney serial 

numbers are stamped on the 

boiler; on the back for cylindrical 

boilers, and on the top of “T” 

boilers. If you would, please send 

the full serial number, including 

the year and letter indicating the 

model, to me through Derek and 

Nigel. 

 

To end: At Marie’s in August 

2019, I had been allowed to take 

pictures of the Catatonk locos at 

her house. This discussion began 

with the first Catatonk loco, serial 

01. A Heisler and a large Shay 

also were recorded at Marie’s. 

But I was a bit uncomfortable 

that I had not seen a Climax; the 

more so because I had bought 

one from Ron, and he assured me 

that he had a Climax. On Sunday, 

the last day of the gathering, 

people were packing up for the 

drive home, and Ken Brown came 

out of the house saying “look 

what I found”. It turned out to be 

the last Catatonk locomotive, a 

Climax serial 2007 C 055. 
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Double 

Double? 

Having recently completed his 

superb Festiniog double fairlie, 

Keith Skillicorn took the 

opportunity to pose it with Mike 

Morris's original Archangel 

version. So, we are looking at the 

first and last meths fired 16mm 

models of a similar prototype 

loco ever built - possibly? 

There's no arguing with the 

performance of Keith's loco 

either! 

DEREK 
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Pinniger’s 

Patch 
Foxdale – a 40 year saga [Or “I 

had one of those, but the wheels 

fell off”] 

Marc Horovitz’s piece in TBM 20 

on his Lindale Caledonia jogged a 

lot of memories for me. I bought 

the nicely boxed kit in 1980 and 

following the exploded diagrams 

I was delighted that I had 

succeeded in building my first 

steam engine. I was even more 

delighted when I put the shiny 

new engine on the track, filled 

it with meths, oil and water 

and it ran perfectly around my 

then very wobbly track in the 

garden. [Photo 1] 

Flushed with success, I 

stripped the engine down, 

cleaned the parts and painted 

the loco in Manx Northern 

Railway maroon. However, 

pride comes before a fall and 

on the first trip out on the line 

the paint started to blister and 

smoke. I realised that despite 

some shielding, the tanks and 

cab got so hot you could fry 

eggs on the cab roof. 

I was lucky enough to 

have a contact at the 

factory in Slough where 

they made Mamod 

steam toys and he 

offered to put the 

Caledonia body parts 

through their paint 

shop. They were 

returned with a superb 

maroon paint job which has now 

lasted 40 years. [Photo 2] I made 

a number of modifications to the 

engine which are listed at the 

end of the article and renamed it 

“Foxdale” after the Manx 

Northern branch where 

“Caledonia” ran for many years. 

The engine ran well for a while 

but then suddenly derailed when 

the connecting rod became 

disconnected and dug into the 

track bed. Like Marc, I discovered 

that the connecting rods and 

coupling rods on both sides were 

bent and totally distorted. When 

I removed the rods it was clear 

that the heat had degraded the 

alloy which had then totally 

failed. I asked Jack Wheldon for 

advice and he told me to make 

new ones and measure very 

carefully to make sure I got the 

wheel spacing exactly right. This I 

did with callipers, files and a drill 

and then with some trepidation 

bolted on the new nickel silver 

rods. To my amazement, the 

engine ran well, maybe even 

better than before.  

However, this euphoria was not 

destined to last for long. A few 

weeks later I was demonstrating 

how big a train “Foxdale” would 

haul when the loco fell sideways 

and the spilt meths set fire to a 

nearby shrub. When we had put 

out the fire, I discovered that the 

reason for the derailment was 

that one of the loco driving 

wheels had disintegrated! 

Examination of the other wheels 

showed that they all showed 

1/ The completed loco for its first test before painting. Archangel nylon buffers replac-

ing the original brass centre chopper. 
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signs of fatigue. I again asked Jack 

for advice and he told me to 

complain to Lindale as this had 

happened to a quite a few other 

unlucky Caledonia owners. I rang 

the company and spoke to a 

helpful gentleman who 

apologised and promised to send 

me a much better replacement 

set. I later found out that I had 

been lucky enough to speak to 

John Turner. He was a very good 

model engineer who had 

designed the Caledonia and was 

embarrassed by the failures 

caused by the original company 

using shoddy materials to save 

costs. The replacement wheels 

soon arrived with a short 

apologetic letter from a Mr 

Crabtree. They were 

in another league to 

the original alloy 

ones and as soon as 

they were fitted 

“Foxdale” became a 

regular performer 

on the AVR and visited many 

other lines, including Jack 

Wheldon’s Border Counties 

[Photo 3]. The loco performed 

prodigious feats of haulage for 

such a simple engine and goaded 

Jack into building “Superbrick”. 

[See SMT for more on that saga]. 

[Photo 4] 

All went well for many years with 

only routine maintenance and in 

the 1990s, on the advice of Colin 

Edwards, fitting a set of new 

piston O rings when the originals 

were worn. Prompted by an e-

mail from Marc Horovitz with an 

account of his Caledonia saga I 

3/ “Foxdale” visiting the Border Counties Rail-

way with most of Jack’s stock in the train. 

2/ Loco still looking good 20 years 

after painting. 
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decided that “Foxdale” deserved 

a run. The last time I had run it 

was probably 3 years earlier so I 

was not expecting great things. 

However, “Foxdale” raised 

pressure OK and after clearing 

the condensate set off with a 

short heritage AVR train from the 

1970’s. [Photo 5] Two circuits of 

the track and the safety valve 

lifted, very good, I thought, as it 

ran round with a plume of steam 

from the valve until it got to the 

summit at Higher Buxton and 

stopped. A gentle push was no 

good, so I checked the pressure 

gauge which read zero as all the 

steam had escaped through the 

safety valve which had stuck 

open! Also the wicks had gone 

out. 

The following day the safety 

valve was descaled and the old 

oily wicks replaced. I filled up the 

tank with meths for a test on the 

rolling road standing on a metal 

tray. Unfortunately, meths 

started dripping everywhere 

which then caught fire, luckily the 

conflagration was restricted to 

the tray and a water spray bottle 

was to hand. I got dizzy trying to 

blow out the fire in the loco so 

tipped the engine backwards to 

drain the meths from the wicks 

4/ Maximum haulage test being observed by Jack Wheldon, Peter 

Dobson and Dave Rowlands. 

5/ “Foxdale” out of steam at High-

er Buxton. 

6/ Steam to spare at Higher Buxton after the overhaul. 
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and let the fire burn out while I 

drank a much-needed cold beer. 

The following day I realised that 

the front of the burner pipe had 

dropped too low which had 

caused the meths to run out of 

the front two wick holders. I 

made a small brass bracket to 

bolt to the frames to support the 

front burner and repacked the 

wicks with more asbestos string 

[given to me by Jack Wheldon 

back in 1987!] Health and Safety 

note. Asbestos string is OK to use 

if you keep it dampened with 

meths when you are trimming it. 

I refilled the tank with meths and 

relit the loco on the rolling road 

and was relieved to find the fire 

stayed under the boiler where it 

was needed. “Foxdale” was 

transferred to the steaming bay 

and after pressure was raised, I 

hooked the loco onto the AVR all-

weather Accucraft L & B goods 

train. We then had a perfect run 

on the heavy train for over 20 

minutes until the meths got low, 

so relief and cheers all round and 

time for another beer. Not bad 

for a 40-year-old engine. [Photo 

6] 

For those of you who like to play 

“Spot the Difference”, compare 

Marc’s photo of his Caledonia 

with my shot of Foxdale on the 

steaming bay. [Photo 7] Heritage 

purists will be appalled that I 

have altered and added bits to 

the loco. 

1/ Archangel dome with a nice 

flare. 

2/ Handrails on the smokebox 

and cab sides  

3/ Cab steps to hide the meths 

tank 

4/ Tank fillers on the side tanks 

5/ Handle on the lubricator 

6/ Archangel coupling hook and 

nylon buffers. 

7/ Not visible is a Wheldon type 

firebox to contain the fire [which 

is why I could not blow it out!].  

8/ Also baffle plates in the cab to 

contain the flames as originally 

you could fry an egg on the cab 

roof. 

9/ There were two lubricators 

supplied with the kit, so I fitted 

the spare one on the RHS of the 

loco as a toolbox. 

10/ I named the loco “Foxdale” 

as the engine was far too short 

and the boiler too high to be an 

accurate model of “Caledonia”, 

also the gauge is 2ft and not 3ft. 

Keep steaming and keep happy. 

Dave Pinniger 

All photos by Dave Pinniger, 

except 7b as noted. 

 

7/ “Foxdale” on the steaming bay for “Spot the difference”. 

7b/ Marc’s loco from TBM #20. Photo Marc Horowitz 
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A Taste of 

Cheddar 
By Bob Brown 

Following my response to 

Detective Derek’s Cheddar 

Hercules question in TBM20 

Derek invited me to write a piece 

on my Cheddar locos. I must 

confess that I hadn’t considered 

Cheddar as heritage models but 

given their brief production span 

from late 2001 to 2005 and the 

passage of time they may be of 

interest.  

For reasons I can’t explain 

Cheddar locos had completely 

passed me by, I can’t remember 

seeing them running at 

exhibitions and other than a 

couple of articles in SMT they 

were a mystery. I know now that 

they were often featured in 

Garden Rail magazine but I 

wasn’t a subscriber. The 

aforementioned means I’m in no 

position to write about the 

company, just my models. In 

2015 I saw a Cheddar Samson 

advertised at a most attractive 

price and bought it on impulse. 

My first impressions on the loco’s 

arrival were of amazement at the 

quality of the build. Its rugged 

simplicity adds a bit of toy like 

charm but it was actually based 

on a real prototype, the Bagnall 

Gibraltar class loco.  I quote their 

advert, “It is not intended to be a 

scale model, but a close 

representation in miniature of 

the class”. However it steamed 

beautifully and ran like a Swiss 

watch and I was hooked.  

Samson, in common with the 

other fixed cylinder Cheddar 

locos is inside framed. It uses the 

John Turner variation of the 

Marshall Gear to operate slide 

valve cylinders that have a  5/8” 

bore and stroke. The Connecting 

and Coupling Rods have bronze 

bushes and the spoked wheels 

have axles running in sprung axle 

boxes. Designed for Radio 

Control the slide bar regulator is 

located between the frames 

along with the servo linkages for 

both the steam regulator and 

direction. The servos themselves 

are mounted outside the frames, 

tucked away neatly behind the 

cab steps. In the 32mm gauge 

versions that I have this is all very 

fiddly to work on! A displacement 

lubricator with a needle valve for 

adjusting the oil flow is mounted 

on the starboard side behind the 

rather minimalist smokebox. The 

cab roof lifts with a neat 

cantilever mechanism allowing 

access to the boiler top up valve 

and the gas tank. An optional 

pressure regulator on the gas 

Cheddar Samson (when I bought it there wasn't a brass dome fitted, the one shown 

is from a Roundhouse Silver Lady) 

Close up of Samson boiler crosstubes (The seri-

al number from this unused boiler could sug-

gest around 200 Samsons made) 



 

P A G E  3 3  I S S U E  2 1  M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 1  

 

tank 

allows 

finer 

burner control and stabilizes the 

gas pressure as the loco warms 

up. Boiler fittings include a gauge 

glass, top up valve, pressure 

gauge and a safety valve set at 60 

PSI. The crosstube boiler is fired 

by a removable ceramic burner 

pushed on to the end of the 

firetube. 

The following year I bought a 
second Cheddar loco, a Riesa 
which is a continental outline 
loco based on a Henschel & Sohn 
design. Mechanically it is very 
similar to the Samson and runs 
just as well, although it did have 
a tendency to get through 
regulator O rings quite rapidly. I 
eventually realised that the 
regulator body wasn’t directly in 
line with the servo arm. This 
meant the regulator slide bar was 
being pulled to the side of the 
regulator housing causing 
excessive wear as it was 
adjusted. 
One year later at the National 

show in Peterborough I made the 

mistake of buying an Iver. Don’t 

get me wrong I knew that the 

loco had issues. It had either 

been dropped or crashed. The 

chap who sold it to me as a 

project had bought it at an 

auction house, struggled with it 

and got it partially running. 

Unlike all the other Cheddar 

locos the Iver has oscillating 

cylinders, 32mm gauge ones are 

outside framed and 45mm ones 

inside. They are designed for RC 

having a servo mounted between 

the frames on the speed control/

reverser.  It ran in one direction 

only and the water consumption 

was prodigious, clearly there was 

a problem. Closer examination 

showed the frames were bent 

and the port side connecting rod 

had worn the hole in the end cap 

oval. To add to the problems the 

port face was worn at an angle to 

match the bent frame.  

Finally after a lot of trial and 

error a replacement set of ports 

and reversing block was 

obtained. These had kindly been 

offered by a 16mm Facebook 

group member. Then two 

replacement cylinders without 

ports were purchased from Roy 

Wood Models. Luckily the Iver 

cylinder is similar in size to a 

Mamod, the port dimensions and 

stroke are the same but the bore 

is slightly narrower. I retained the 

Cheddar pivot screw although 

the thread was slightly different 

making up the difference with 

Loctite.  

Finally the loco started to 

behave; a lot of extra weight was 

added to keep it on the track and 

as it started running in it went 

from pulling one Cheddar coach 

to my full rake of four. It even 

started running out of gas before 

the water needed a top up. 

During the repair process the 

various steam leaks and hot oil 

sprays had destroyed a couple of 

Deltang receivers so a tender was 

sourced for the RC. It is of 

unknown provenance but the 

prospect of obtaining a genuine 

Cheddar tender was not realistic. 

Unlike my other Cheddars the 

Iver didn’t have a gas pressure 

regulator, just a valve that when 

just cracked open would allow 

the boiler pressure to climb 

steadily to 60PSI.  The loco 

became rather frenetic at that 

pressure so a Chinese pressure 

regulator was fitted and finally 

the loco has settled down to be a 

“really useful loco”.  

Cheddar in a joint venture with 

GRS used to sell a rather nice 

looking steam tram which was 

comprised of a modified Iver 

chassis clad in a GRS tram body, a 

Cheddar Riesa with the minimalist 

smokebox visible. 
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 combination 

which is certainly 

more pleasing to 

my eye than a 

standard Iver. 

On the next trip 

to the National 

Show I saw a 

Goliath for sale 

and I realised 

that I was 

becoming a bit of 

a Cheddar 

collector. The 

Goliath is based 

on the Bagnall 

Pampero, an 0-6-0 loco this time. 

My model has flanged centre 

wheels so some track fettling was 

required to get it running sweetly 

through my 38” curves. Other 

than the additional set of wheels 

mechanically it is similar to the 

Samson and Riesa but it does 

have a different design of 

lubricator. Instead of having a 

flow adjustment valve on the 

outlet of a deadhead lubricator it 

has an adjustable steam feed into 

the lubricator from the boiler, 

this forces the oil through the 

lubricator outlet. If the valve is 

open too far steam can bypass 

the slide bar regulator making 

the loco difficult to stop. There is 

no mid gear position with Turner 

valve gear!  

When bought it hadn’t got a gas 

pressure regulator just the 

standard valve. An appeal in the 

16mm bulletin was made and a 

well known loco builder very 

kindly came to my rescue with a 

proper gas tank fitted with a 

pressure regulator (and a spare 

Samson boiler). The Goliath is a 

superb performer and looks 

really smart with the rake of four 

Cheddar Coaches that I 

unexpectedly bought a month 

later. 

The Cheddar coaches are of steel 

construction and the bogies are 

fully sprung, weighing in at 2.6Kg 

each they make a worthy load for 

Cheddar locomotives. Available 

in either kit form or ready built 

they were rather basic but the 

rake that I bought had been 

nicely detailed indeed. 

The following year I arrived home 

from Peterborough with a 

Hercules, a freelance 0-6-0 

tender loco capable of extended 

running times. Hercules uses a 

Goliath boiler but has a tender 

mounted gas tank (claimed 

Cheddar Iver The RWM cylinders on show, they 

are too large for the clip on cylinder covers to be 

refitted. Also visible is the DJB smokebox door 

and dart that were fitted in an attempt to im-

prove the really ugly smokebox. 

The rake of Cheddar Coaches behind the Goliath 



 

P A G E  3 5  I S S U E  2 1  M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 1  

 capacity 1.5 hrs) and a large 

lubricator with steam in and oil 

out valves sitting on the port side 

running board. The tender 

contains a water pump and 

sufficient water for (claimed) two 

hours running. A whistle is also 

mounted underneath the tender 

meaning there are three flexible 

pipes between the loco and the 

tender.   Before any running 

however the tender drawbar had 

to be extended to allow running 

on my 38” curves. I did this using 

the Chris Bird modification.  It is 

also important to extend the 

water feed pipe from the tender 

by the same length otherwise 

derailments will occur. My 

Hercules has flangeless centre 

drivers and was actually fine with 

the couple of Peco 30” curves left 

on my sidings before I removed 

them.  

At the same show I saw a 
“unicorn” for sale, an unsteamed 
Cheddar Philadelphia. It was 
32mm gauge too; I admired it, 
photographed it and sadly left it 
where it was. Too rich for me and 
there was no way it would fit on 
my modest line. Whilst writing 
these notes I visited the Internet 
Wayback Machine to double 
check some details from the 

original Cheddar Models Web 
pages and I stumbled upon the 
newer Stuart pages on the 
Cheddar Web Site. There I 
discovered that the Philadelphia 
was described as a WW1 2 foot 
gauge loco that had been 
converted to an oil burning 
tender loco post war for use in 
the sugar cane plantations of 
Queensland Australia. Now 
preserved it runs on the 

Dreamworld theme park railway 
there. Further investigation 
showed that the Dreamworld 
locomotive started life as a 
Baldwin Class 10-12-D and was 
“Disneyised” to look 
appropriately “Wild West” for 
the theme park. 

 

Image 7  

Last year there was no 

Peterborough show and the 

finances breathed a sigh of relief. 

Then Anything Narrow Gauge put 

a Cheddar Goliath with a 

Hercules tender up for sale. The 

Goliath part has an extended cab 

roof more suitable for a tender 

loco and it is fitted with a tender 

drop plate using the cab back 

plate fittings. With the gas tank 

being relocated to the tender the 

Cheddar Hercules. 

Cheddar Philadelphia seen at 2019 

Peterborough Garden Railway Show 



The pair of Cheddar Goliaths 
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cab is much less cluttered.  It all 

looks very businesslike and quite 

different from the Goliath tank 

loco. Once it was delivered the 

same modification was done to 

the draw bar as with the Hercules 

and it went into service on my 

line. 

 Initially when this newest Goliath 

went past the smell of improper 

combustion made my eyes water 

so it was time for a replacement 

burner. The original ceramic 

burners can setup a resonance in 

the firetube triggering a random 

banshee screech. Reducing the 

air mix and repositioning the jet 

can help reduce the howl but can 

cause poor combustion. To 

improve matters the ceramic 

burner was replaced with a 

Clevedon Steam mesh one. The 

mesh burners are more efficient 

and supposed to eliminate the 

howl, in my view they certainly 

improve matters. Four of my six 

Cheddar locos have the 

replacement burners now. The 

two locos I haven’t modified yet 

are the Samson and the Riesa, 

the Samson howls very 

occasionally but still burns well 

and the Riesa for some reason is 

not prone to howling at all. 

That completes the roundup of 

my personal collection of 

Cheddar locomotives, the only 

examples of the marque that I 

don’t own are the GRS tram and 

the Philadelphia. Given my 

experiences with the Iver and the 

rarity of the Philadelphia I doubt 

that I shall 

ever own 

either, but I 

could just be 

tempted with 

the right 

offer. 

  

References & 
Resources; 

A good 
description of 
this Cheddar 
valve gear by 
Andrew 

Crookell can be found in SMT110 
page 16. 

Casper, a coal fired loco based on 
the Cheddar Riesa was produced 
in 45mm gauge by the Dutch firm 
Modelbouw Atelier Apeldoorn 
https://modelbouwatelier.nl/54  

The Casper Is still produced but 
doesn’t look very Cheddary now 
https://modelbouwatelier.nl/
Casper%20coal%20fired%20loco  

Slide bar regCheddar Web 
archive https://web.archive.org/
web/20040604140906/http://
www.modelsteam.co.uk/ulator O 
ring replacement  http://
www.tumblydowncottage.dk/
the_tdr_locos.html 

See http://
www.gardenrailwayclub.com/
locos/cheddar-hercules 

Stuart Web archive https://
web.archive.org/
web/20051222135009/http://
www.modelsteam.co.uk/
gardenrail.htm 

The Philadelphia is a Disneyised 
loco.  Disneyised locos can look 
the business https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JNuQPp4_21s&list=PLl6kRS-
u5g9d6iN8a3FsjimS8wgG_FeAG&
index=1 
 
The Waybackmachine is a 
fabulous way to lose hours! 
https://web.archive.org/ 

The tender Goliath cab, on the left the other Goliath 

and on the right the Hercules. Note the neat roof 

mechanism and the tender fall plate in place of the 

cab back. The three flexible pipes to the tender can 

also be seen. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20051222135009/http:/www.modelsteam.co.uk/gardenrail.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051222135009/http:/www.modelsteam.co.uk/gardenrail.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051222135009/http:/www.modelsteam.co.uk/gardenrail.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051222135009/http:/www.modelsteam.co.uk/gardenrail.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051222135009/http:/www.modelsteam.co.uk/gardenrail.htm
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Notes from 

Colorado -

Steam trams 
by Marc Horovitz 

Photos by the author 

I’ve been fascinated with steam 

trams ever since I first heard of 

them, probably when I was a 

teenager in the last century. I 

can’t say why, really. There was 

just something intriguing about a 

steam locomotive, often 

disguised as a streetcar, with all 

of its interesting bits hidden 

away. 

 

I’ve built several tram engines 

over the years, all of them 

oscillators. The first was around 

1982, I think. I’d bought several 

cheapy Saito marine steam 

plants. These came with little 

meths-fired pot boilers and single 

cylinder, single-acting oscillating 

engines. The boilers were brass 

and, I believe, were soft soldered. 

The steam motors were high 

quality. I knew little about engine 

building at the time and lacked 

many of the required tools as 

well. Nevertheless, I built a batch 

of six identical trams around the 

Japanese hardware. 

 

Transmission was a problem. 

How was I to I get the motion 

from the motor to the wheels? I 

didn’t have a source for decent 

ladder chain then, so opted for 

Serv-O-Link plastic chain and 

sprockets. I also used plastic 

wheels. Bodies were all 

constructed of brass. 

 

Test runs were promising but 

problems soon began to arise. 

The first indicator that 

something was wrong was 

during a run, when the steam 

engine began racing at top 

speed but the vehicle refused 

to move. The plastic chain had 

melted. On another occasion, I 

had a minor meths spill, but 

thought nothing of it. While 

waiting for steam to come up, 

I watched in disbelief as the 

engine gently settled onto the 
At age 12, the author’s daughter built the little tram on the left. 

This design was later fully documented and run as a construction 

series in Steam in the Garden magazine.  

The author’s first tram engine, one of a batch 

of six. The body is built of brass and utilizes a 

Saito steam plant and a plastic-chain drive.  
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rails as its wheels melted, the 

meths having caught fire and 

dripped down. I was beginning 

to get the idea that plastic may 

not have been 

the best choice 

of materials for a 

steam engine. 

Photo 1 shows 

one of the trams 

today, now with 

metal wheels 

(but still with a 

plastic-chain 

drive). 

 

My next 

adventure with 

tram engines 

came ten years 

later, in 1992. 

My 12-year-old 

daughter Dora had expressed an 

interest in building something 

with me in the machine shop. By 

that time I’d gained some 

knowledge, tools, and 

experience. I designed a tiny 

engine that could be quickly built 

(by locomotive-building 

standards) and we set to work. I 

made my own engine to show 

her what to do, while she made 

This gas-fired locomotive was based on a Dutch tram engine. 

It uses a Ruby cylinder converted to an oscillator  

Trams for the Ogden Botanical Railway. On the left is a single-cylindered model. The 

one on the right has two double-acting cylinders. Both are meths fired.  
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 hers. Three months later we had 

working meths-fired tram 

engines. This engine was reprised 

in 2020, when I wrote it up as a 

four-part construction series for 

Steam in the Garden magazine. 

Photo 2 shows Dora’s finished 

tram (unpainted) and the one I 

made for the construction series. 

In 2000 I built another tram 

(shown in photo 3), this one 

modeled after a photo of a Dutch 

engine that I’d seen. It has a 

large, gas-fired pot boiler and 

one double-acting oscillator 

under the floor. The motor is 

geared to one axle, while a 

ladder chain and sprockets 

transmit power to the second. 

The cylinder is actually from an 

Accucraft Ruby, which I 

converted to an oscillator. The 

engine goes well and, because of 

the large boiler and good-size gas 

tank, will run for a long time. 

I decided I needed a couple of 

tram engines built specifically for 

my Ogden Botanical Railway. The 

first (black, in photo 4), was 

completed in 2004. It has one 

single-acting oscillator geared to 

the axle 4:1. Side rods provide 

power to the second axle. The 

engine can be reversed via a 

typical rotary valve. Inspired by 

Jack Wheldon’s Hecla series, I 

gave the engine a transverse pot 

boiler, again meths fired. It’s a 

good runner. I took it to one of 

the famous steamups in 

Diamondhead, Mississippi. 

Running indoors, the engine 

surprisingly left a trail of perfect 

smoke rings in the still, damp air. 

Based on the success of this 

engine, I built another in 2006 

(green, photo 4). 

Although it shares 

the same body 

style and boiler 

type as the 2004 

loco, this engine is 

a self starter, with 

two double-acting 

oscillators, again 

reversed by a 

rotary valve. It, 

too, has proven to 

be a strong and reliable runner. 

 

When Accucraft came out with 

their Dora engine, I acquired a 

bunch of them, which I modified 

in a variety of different ways, 

writing up each modification for 

Steam in the Garden. One of 

these modifications naturally had 

to be a tram body, as can be seen 

in photo 5. This I built entirely 

out of tinplate, which is a 

wonderful modeling material to 

work with. I named it Humbug, as 

it falsely assumes the character 

of a streetcar but is really a dirty 

steam locomotive. 

 

As an aside, Denver, 

Colorado, where I live, at 

one time had an 

extensive tramway 

system. Including 

interconnecting 

suburban systems, there 

were horse cars, cable 

cars, electric trams, and 

steam trams (here called 

steam dummies), all 

running concurrently. 

Even after all of the rails 

had been torn up and 

the various tram lines 

converted to diesel bus 

routes, the company was still 

called DTC, or Denver Tramway 

Company. 

I’ll close these notes with a little 

7/8”-scale tram that I made of 

tinplate (photo 6). This one is 

powered by clockwork and is 

built on an old Marx mechanism, 

regauged from 0 to 1. It will run 

for 100 feet or so, and always 

raises a smile whenever I get it 

out. 

A clockwork tram engine in 7/8” scale. The power source is 

a regauged windup motor from an old Marx locomotive.  

This tram body, made entirely of tinplate, was 

fitted to an Accucraft Dora, which the author 

designed  
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VOLCANIC 

ERUPTIONS 
This is the tale of three little 

engines, so if you're sitting 

comfortably, then I'll begin......... 

It all started with Frank Howells, 

a very early 16mm Association 

member (No: 142) who lived in 

Wallasey. Frank was a 

very well known figure in the 

hobby in earlier times. He was 

single back then, assembled 

quite a stud of locos, and wrote  

about many of them. A regular 

attender of garden meets, he 

was somewhat larger than life 

and very entertaining. One  

other thing that Frank did was 

travel abroad quite extensively, 

and so it came about that he 

bought four sets of locomotive  

plates bearing the names 

Volcano, Vesuvius, Cotapaxi and 

Etna to remind himself of the 

ones he had visited. 

 

When the Mamod locomotive 

appeared, it was a must have for 

many modellers, and Frank was 

no exception. He bought one, 

and used the nameplates 

Vesuvius for that. Living where 

he did, Frank often met up with 

Mike Morris and Keith Skillicorn 

and their respective families. He 

took a shine to Mike's son Paul, 

and became something of a 

16mm mentor to him. Mike 

joined in with the Mamod mania, 

and around 1980 bought two 

locos - one for himself and one 

for Paul. The set of nameplates 

with Volcano were duly handed 

over to Paul for his loco, whilst 

Mike got Cotapaxi. It is thought 

that the Etna set went onto a 

Peldon diesel. 

 

Paul's Volcano became much 

modified. It was fitted with a 

saddle tank and a tender, mainly 

to accommodate extra meths 

tanks that were fitted wherever 

possible to increase the duration 

of the loco. The downside of this 

was that there was an increased 

fire risk, and eventually the 

inevitable happened and a flare 

up melted the water level 

window in the back of the boiler. 

John Wenlock kindly made a new 

silver soldered boiler, and this 

was run at 40 psi so improving 

the performance of the loco. Paul 

went off to University in 1987, 

and the loco has sat on a shelf 

pretty much since. 

Cotapaxi remained fairly 

standard until around 2012, 

when Stewart Browne 

(Archangel) visited Mike's home, 

and spotted the Mamod amongst 

Mike's locos. In the ensuing 

conversation, Mike suggested to 
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 Stewart that it would be good to 

carry out some major 

modifications, with a view at 

least to hiding the oscillating 

cylinders. Mike wondered if they 

couldn't be mounted upright in 

the front of the cab, driving 

downwards onto the rear wheel. 

Stewart went away, and a few 

days later some drawings arrived 

at Mike's to show what could be 

done. Mike handed the loco over, 

and to be fair to Stewart it wasn't 

long before the revised Cotapaxi 

returned. Not only were the 

cylinders mounted as explained, 

but the loco now had a modified 

new boiler which, having to be 

mounted forward in the frames 

to clear the cylinders, meant that 

the loco was now a 2-4-0 to cope 

with the front overhang. 

 

About a week later, Mike was 

over running Cotapaxi at Rob 

Bennett's when one of the 

cylinders blew off the backing. 

This was silver soldered up by 

Stewart at the time.  Around four 

years 

ago, a 

steampipe was blocked, so Dave 

Mees kindly agreed to repair it 

for Mike which he ultimately did. 

 

So finally we come to Vesuvius. 

Frank married in later life, and 

then sadly started suffering 

health issues which meant that 

he was only really able to run 

battery locos on his line. Keith 

bought some of his live steamers, 

including Vesuvius which had 

remained basically standard. It 

still has the original Mamod 

boiler, but Keith fitted it with one 

of the uprated safety valves, as 

well as fitting a triple flame 

burner, rewicking it as high as 

possible. It has an amazing 

performance, which you can 

discover if you go on  

You Tube and put in 'MAMOD & 

16 BOGIE VEHICLES'. Keith says 

that the run was only just short 

of 15 minutes. 

In a future TBM there will be an 

article on Mamod modifications 

that were and still are available, 

and you are very welcome, if not 

encouraged, to send in any 

photos or pieces on these locos 

that introduced so many early 

16mmers to the hobby (me 

included).  DEREK  
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ROUND-

HOUSE 

'MR. 

MERLIN'S 

POOTER'  

I am grateful to Tony Willmore of Rhos Helyg 

Locomotive Works for mentioning this loco to 

me. He contacted the new owner, who is Jere-

my Mayo and who seems to specialise in 

getting unusual locos. Jeremy writes: 

Tony very helpfully sent me a missing works 

plate for this loco and mentioned that you’d 

like to see it for TBM. I found it in the US - it 

was in an auction as part of a job lot. There 

was just one photo and only the rear bunker 

was visible but thanks to Tony's excellent gal-

lery of locos I was able to identify it and I 

thought it needed to be returned to Blighty. I 

can find little else on these and have only ever 

seen 3 others in photos.  Unfortunately it is 

the wrong gauge for my railway so I will have 

to steam test it on the rolling road - I’ll let you 

know how I get on when I pluck up the cour-

age. Meths firing is new to me too. The body is 

a little scruffy in places but not bad for its age. 

It has a dent underneath the tool box where 

something has been dropped on the tank top. 

Mechanically it looks good with little sign of 

wear. Fingers crossed.  

I also found an original advert for it in Steam-
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lines magazine April 1987. - JEREMY 

MAYO 

 

Since sending the above, Jeremy 

has run the loco. The pop-type safe-

ty valve lifts at 40 psi, but it runs at 

20 psi. There was a small steam 

leak from where a pipe to the cylin-

ders joined a T piece, but after 

tightening that it is cured and the 

loco ran even better. The small vid-

eo clip is of it running. 

Derek writes: You will find this loco 

in the Roundhouse Museum section 

of their website. They only made it 

between 1986 and early 1987, and 

not many of them they say. A while 

ago I was involved in moving one, 

and have to say that it is very pleas-

ing to the eye. Interestingly alt-

hough advertised as gauge adjusta-

ble, this particular model plainly 

isn't. I have attached the photo of 

Sir William, another Pooter - really 

handsome! 
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Mike Beeson Models: WW1 equipment 
By Martin Haywood 

In summer 2019 an estate 

sale included a couple of lots 

of interest. The bidding was-

n’t particularly high maybe 

because the contents of the 

boxes were unclear and uni-

dentified – the large scale 

and theme being anomalous 

to the rest of the auction. 

When the box was received 

it was beyond what I’d 

hoped, an ‘open’ type 40hp 

Simplex and matching D 

class wagon. Both were for-

tunately complete, in scale, 

of 32mm gauge, in excellent 

condition and of superb 

build quality. The brass con-
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structed locomotive surprisingly 

worked, gleefully out running on 

the line in short order. 

The original chassis was a well-

made all-metal worm and gear 

on single-axle drive which sadly 

stripped so a year ago a new a 

heavy duty 4wd chassis was 

made by the ever helpful Roger 

Hine at Friog. This initiated oth-

er changes including new plates 

in the correct place, added cab 

detail and a repaint with weath-

ering. Rechargeable batteries 

and speed control are both under one end with an independent sound unit in the other. All original 

parts have been retained so it can be reverted back to its original form. 

The D wagon is of robust metal construction with wood used for the body just like the real thing. 

High levels of detail including working hinged drop doors with pin and chain retainers, fully sprung 

axleboxes and couplings which also utilize the fiddly but prototypical link-and-pin system. Individual 

rivets and bolts, strapping etc are all exquisitely done. 

Two additional wagons have since been acquired clearly built by the same hands they are the H class 

water tank wagon and the F class well wagon. The former features opening caps, the latter is 

awaiting new couplings before being added to the set. As with the previous purchase no information 

was known on the maker. 

Only very recently has it surfaced that Mike Beeson built these wonderful things. The Simplex is com-

parable to David Pinniger’s in TBM #9 and several other Mike Beeson models are visible in the 

depths of the web although I can only echo what David says: "Maybe somebody out there knows 

more about Mike Beeson and his models and can throw some light on what he made."? 
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IT'S BEHIND 

YOU 
Whilst we are looking at Beeson 

models, I will focus on this one for 

the heritage rolling stock piece.  

The coach was in an auction that 

we held at Nigel's, a part of a large 

collection from Ireland. The bid-

ding stopped at £50, so I bought it 

for £60, but it echoes what I con-

tinually say - that rolling stock 

does not make the money. 

It is scratchbuilt, superbly finished 

with upholstery as you can see in 

the one saloon, and working slid-

ing doors.  The bogies are also 

hand built and compensated. 

Overall the finish is delightful. As 

you know my disposition to-

wards tram locos, this makes a 

wonderful trailer car. 

It is also 

worth look-

ing back to 

TBM16, page 

30. Another 

magnificent 

coach also 

believed to 

be a Mike 

Beeson, 

though sadly 

no-one could 

help with any 

history. I have also attached a 

photo of Mike back in the early 

days, standing with his exhibition 

stand.  

DEREK 
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PETER FARLEY - 

PDF MODELS 

I am grateful to Andrew Gadd for 
supplying the words that follow: 

 

It is with deep sorrow that I write 
to inform the readership of the 
death of Peter Farley on Sunday 
18th of April, following a massive 
stroke earlier that week. 

He will almost certainly be best 
remembered as the driving force 
behind PDF Models, a business 
he set up with his family. His 
inspired designs were having a 
major impact on our hobby. I 
doubt many modellers in the 
larger scales have not heard of 
Peter and his wonderful 16mm 
creations. 

He was a keen engineer, and 
recently started the restoration 
of a 5” gauge DOLGOCH, while 
also building a 3D printed 
TALYLLYN in the same scale. 
Other interests included such 
diverse fascinations as 
hovercrafts and space travel! 

His enthusiasm, drive and energy 
was infectious, and he will be 
sorely missed by a great many of 
us. 

PDF Models have closed for 
business, and its future will be 

determined by Peter’s family in 
due course. 

Peter’s wife and daughter are 
being supported by their family 
and a “Just Giving” page has been 
created where messages and 
donations may be left. There is a 
link to Just Giving from the PDF 
Model website. 

https://www.pdf-models.co.uk 

 

Derek continues: 

 

Whilst PDF might not 
immediately seem linked to 
heritage, it was a means for 
people to obtain locos that they 
really 

wanted to watch 
running on their 
lines, but might 
never be in a 
position to buy. 
Speaking 
personally, until I 
luckily got 

my Steamcraft 
fairlie, I had 
been looking at 
Peter's site and 
thinking that I 
may go down 
that route. At 
the same time,  
there are still 
two locos on my 

wish list - one is the Kerr Stuart 0-
4-2 Skylark.  

Chris Tilley took the photo of 
Dave Gibbon's nearly finished 
PDF fairlie when it was running 
on his Barle Valley Railway. 

The other loco on my wish list is 
Excelsior, and that again was 
available from Peter.  

Finally, Anthony Hill has kindly 
supplied the photos showing 
Peter's last model - the Kerr 
Stuart, as well as his first 
QuarryHunslet Sylvia. 
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Merlin Midas 
by Peter Nutbrown.  

A Tom Cooper Midas loco was 

purchased through Throwback 

Modeller in February 2021 after 

being repatriated from Australia. 

This 45mm version had a 27 MHz. 

AM receiver fitted in the LHS tank 

operating the throttle by a mini 

servo attached to the gas tank. 

There was minor impact damage 

to the side tanks at the securing 

tab to the running plate and 

several dents in the brass dome. 

The running gear was sound with 

minimal wear on the bearings 

and valve rods. 

The loco was stripped down and 

cleaned of minor accumulations 

of oily grime. Apart from the 

servo which tested O.K. the 

remaining R/C equipment and 

electrics were discarded along 

with the loop couplers and log 

bunkers. The thin brass of the 

tank side of the bodywork where 

screwed to the running plate on 

both sides were straightened. 

The RHS cab to front spectacle 

plate soldered joint was found to 

be dry and loose, this was 

resoldered and the dents in the 

brass dome were repaired. The 

funnel was found to be leaning at 

an angle on the smokebox, this 

was de-soldered and 

repositioned. The smokebox was 

originally shimmed with an extra 

fibre washer to the running plate 

on one side to correct this 

misalignment. 

The sight glass of the original 

Beck brass boiler was removed as 

there was evidence of leakage 

from a temporary sealant type 

repair due to a single joint having 

been fitted on the wrong side of 

the glass. Achieving 

good access to the inner 

surface of the boiler 

revealed heavy cylinder 

oil deposits typically 

2mm thick at the NWL 

in particular. The boiler 

was flushed with 

cleaner followed by a 

descaler to remove 

these oily deposits. 

Clean water was used to 

finally flush the boiler 

clean and the glass 

refitted with two new 

joints.  The throttle valve spindle 

O ring was hard and was replaced 

and the pressure gauge syphon 

pipe was reshaped to position 

the gauge in the doorway. The 

banjo bolt for the syphon pipe 

failed while tightening due to de-

zincification, a new one was 

made. The boiler was 

hydrostatically tested using new 

fibre joints to 4 Bar i.e. twice the 

maximum working pressure 

stated on the nameplate to check 
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for joint leakage, general 

soundness and possible 

deformation. Four brass boiler 

bands were made for fitting later. 

As my stock is fitted with centre 

buffers two whitemetal buffers 

were positioned at the standard 

height on the beams. Eight 

further holes were drilled for 8BA 

rivet screws in line with the 

existing 4 holes from the loop 

couplers and the area painted 

with smooth red hammerite 

paint.  

The body, smokebox and roof 

were rubbed down and for an 

experimental ‘engine matt black’ 

finish which required curing in 

the oven whilst the running 

plates were painted in 

Hammerite smooth black. 

Two inner tank sides made to 

provide heat shields for the 

receiver and battery and 

cover up the unsightly lap 

joint in the tank tops where 

log bunker tops had been 

fashioned. 

The R/C servo for the throttle 

is mounted on brackets 

soldered to the gas tank 

which is suspended from the 

roof. The old style square ended 

gas filler valve was replaced with 

a new Roundhouse style unit as it 

was not compatible with my 

fillers. On testing the gas tank 

there was a major leak from the 

valve gland. The Beck valve was 

stripped down to find grime and 

Verdigris present which had 

jammed the valve spindle in the 

adjuster and blocking the outlet. 

The tank was cleaned of all debris 

and a new internal combined 

valve and spindle was made; new 

O rings were fitted to the shaft/

adjuster before retesting the tank 

to 8 Bar to check for leaks. 

A 2.4 GHz. Flysky FS- A3 receiver 

was mounted in the RHS tank 

with four rechargeable NiMh 

batteries in the LHS tank. The 

new on/off switch with a 

charging lead could not be fitted 

in the original position within the 

cab due to its smaller size so 

appropriate holes were made in 

the LHS frame below the cab. 

The matt black finish did not suit 

the loco, with the brass work 

looking decidedly out of place, 

and after several outings this was 

replaced with a Hammerite 

smooth green for the tank sides 

and cab. The internal surfaces of 

the cab were painted with 

paragon paints antique white, 

the final result being more in 

keeping with an elderly Merlin. 

There is wear in the linkage to 

the valves causing minor timing 

problems. A couple of washers 

on the worst affected pivot 

screws reduced this excess 

movement. There is no means of 

adjustment on the Beck valve 

gear without surgery as the crank 

has flats and the piston valve is 

connected directly to the valve 

rod so cylinder oil on the valves 

and piston rods on each run will 

be the norm. The total valve 

movement is now 3.5 and 

3.4mm. With the crank at the 3 

and 9 o’clock positions the valve 

exposure varies from 4.1 to 

4.7mm in all directions, which in 

fairness should all be equal. The 

loco now runs well pulling 4 to 6 

weighted wagons and a brake 

van, though slightly better in the 

reverse direction with that 

recommended fill of 200ml of 

water. It just needs a name and 

number now to complete the 

overhaul. 
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Another Classic--

The Roundhouse 

Dylan 
 

Today, as David Rowland once 

said, the pot-boiler fairy was in a 

good mood and despite a brisk 

south-wester blowing up the 

edge of the Cotswolds I decided 

it was a good day to get my 

venerable “Dylan” out of its box. 

Built by Roundhouse in 1983 she 

is Meths Fired and the Control 

System is by the good old 

fashioned “burnt fingers”. 

Steam is raised in about six 

minutes while a mixed train was 

assembled and then with a push 

(slip-eccentrics of course) she 

rumbles off without any fuss, a 

strong beat from the exhaust. 

Requiring an occasional squirt 

from the water bottle for the 

boiler and a squirt of meths from 

a syringe she will perambulate at 

a steady scale speed and do that 

all day while I do a little gentle 

weeding.  

Things have worn out and been 

replaced of course, bushes and 

bearings for example. 

Also there have been a few 

modifications too. The original 

two meths tanks outside the 

frames were replaced by a tank 

inside the frames which 

improved its looks, and a valve 

was mounted on the backhead of 

the boiler to use as a blow-down 

or for vacuum filling. Also, readily 

visible are the results of me given 

it a “Darjeeling “ look. 

This engine has been a wonderful 

purchase (£245 new!)  reliable, 

easy to use and definitely one 

that I WILL NOT PART WITH! 

A brief anecdote about the 

purchase. I ordered “Dylan” after 

Jack Wheldon’s review and at the 

same time my Brother-in-Law 

ordered a “Lady Anne”. 

Then when the locos were ready 

we drove up to Doncaster one 

Saturday morning to collect our 

engines from Roger. At this time 

he was a “one man band” 

working in “The Old Store” 

beside the railway tracks close to 

Doncaster Station. And it was 

cold in there too! 

After doing the business and 

admiring our new purchases 

Roger inquired what we were 

doing about lunch. I replied that 

this was Yorkshire so there was 

bound to be a Fish and Chip close 

by! Roger then said “give me the 

money and I’ll go and get them” 

And that’s what he did, leaving us 

alone in this Aladdin’s Cave! We 

must have had honest faces. 

Many years later I reminded 

Roger of this. He looked rather 

concerned and said “I didn’t pay 

for the Fish and Chips did I?”!!  

Steve Herring 



P A G E  5 1  I S S U E  2 1  M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 1  

 

 

Robert Bance asks: Recently I pur-

chased yet another odd locomo-

tive, this time a steam tram! 

Its called Donkey, the history is 

unknown. I purchased it from a 

friend who is selling his late fa-

thers railway, rolling stock etc. 

It’s gas fired as you can see, and 

the power comes from a Mamod / 

Meccano engine which is gear 

driven to the back axle.  

The entire body lifts off, and this is 

made largely from brass. 

Does anyone have any Ideas 

about its history? 

 

Derek continues -  I 

have recently complet-

ed a complex article, 

largely with the input 

from Ian Pearse, on the 

history of Merlin Loco-

motive Works. 

It is due to appear, 

probably in two parts, 

beginning in the up-

coming SMT for August. Ian wants 

to continue with his history in  

the hobby, and so I will be work-

ing with him next on Pearse Loco-

motives. However, Ian has very 

few actual photos of the  

models, so if any of you have a 

Pearse locomotive of any type, 

could you please send me a 

scanned photo or two? 

 

The rather sweet little DeWinton 

has recently been bought, but the 

new owner has absolutely no idea 

of any history. There are 

no builder's markings, but one 

clue could be the large cylindrical 

flywheel weight on the drive axle. 

The loco is currently  

a non-runner. Let me know if you 

recognise it please? 

 

Finally success came with the con-

tact from Graeme Brown in Mel-

bourne Australia. The BMCR 

lettering visible on the Cheddar 

tender 

belong to the line of Brian Hardy 

also in Melbourne, and were ap-

parently the initials of himself, his 

brother and a cousin. 

Detective Derek 

- chalking up 

more successes 



 

MORE STEAM 

TRAMS THIS 

TIME GVT 

ONES... 

I’ve mentioned before that we 

ran a Christmas Curiosities be-

tween Christmas and New Year to 

lighten the international lock-

down frustrations.  One contri-

bution came from Chris Dow-

len, our very own Crossword 

compiler.  As I have a “thing” 

for L&B’s Chris has a similar 

interest in GVT’s, that just hap-

pen to be mostly trams, which 

means I’m in for another bash-

ing on the scorecard this issue.   

Chris picks up the narrative….. 

 

P A G E  5 2  

The line-up A group of six Glyn Val-

ley locos. Left side: My Glyn based 

on Roundhouse components plus 

two Finescale locos 

Right side: Gosling, Accucraft and an 

Accucraft Baldwin I remodelled as 

the Glyn Valley loco. 

Sadly, four Sir Theodores, one Glyn 

and the Baldwin – no-one’s called 

their loco Dennis! 
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Earlier in the day and less like a view from a helicop-

ter. The Gosling hadn’t arrived then. 

Gosling unmasked  

Comparison of Gosling and two Finescales – 

my one nearest the camera has had a new 

boiler. Opportunity was taken to add a Goodall 

Valve.  

Accucraft unmasked  
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Working parts of 

Glyn 

 

Bell lever is to the 

left of the gear 

lever. Lubricator 

drain on the rear 

buffer beam  

Glyn: Home-made boiler, Roundhouse 

cylinders, valve gear, gas tank, burner, 

lubricator 

Finescale fret modified with an extra 

16mm added, Homemade wheels, axles, 

almost everything else! Painting & lining 

done by me 

Highly Commended in MoTY 2008 

(it couldn’t beat Nigel’s Gowrie) 

Usually about 45mins run per gas fill 

Great for exhibitions 

Glyn under 

construction  
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In this view the reg-

ulator, gas filler 

hole , gas tap can be 

seen – plus where 

the Finescale fret 

was lengthened 

Glyn – the under-

side: 

Roundhouse cyl-

inders and 

valvegear, home-

made wheels and 

axles, bell under 

the tank that is 

uppermost in the 

picture.  

Test train 
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Bing bing. 

GRANDDAD'S BING 

 

This has probably been in 

the family for 100 years! 

Dad ran it across the 

kitchen lino when I was kid. 

Just the once, spewing oily 

water all over Mum's floor... 

 

Bob Thornton 

 

  
Baldwin – the interloper!  

The composite rolling stock… 

From left: Andel, IP, Andel, Ten-

mille, ?? Does anyone have any 

ideas? 
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DOWN 

1. Can treen be reshaped to form the station door? 
(8) 

2. He was reconstructing and putting new boilers on 
Roundhouse locos. (5) 

4. Old man cross-threaded nut. (6) 

5. Corris station has tumbled down and fallen in 
beer. (12) 

6. Do all ye crazy modellers think metals were com-
bined? (7) 

7. Neat arrangement – but a dangerous location for 
a mountain railway. (4) 

8. Rough hub logo refined for Great Central Railway 
terminus. (12) 

12. Look out for vertical boilered loco! (8) 

14. Remove carriage door for extraordinary huge inn. 
(7) 

16. Welsh station building material found in the 
Wash, largely. (6) 

18. Streamlined Pacific paper size. (1,4) 

19. Model electric loco’s resistance on Her Majesty’s 
service. (4) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1. Teas stirred to find KESR direction. (4) 

3. All bake a beaten track by Welsh water. 
(4,4) 

9. Puzzled Romeo at station café. (3,4) 

10. My Len modified Teifi Valley’s novel fort. 
(5) 

11. Neither rediscovered glen nor byway 
leads to Talyllyn station. (12) 

13. Exclamation on finding residue in toast 
rack? (6) 

15. Open dressing sheds conceal Talyllyn 
depot. (6) 

17. Spears thwart relocation of loco manu-
facturer. (5,7)  

20. Thin Dutchman reveals Darjeeling work-
er’s likely religion. (5) 

21. City once home to Ruston and Imp. (7) 

22. Artist who set up East Somerset Railway 
cares for the flock. (8) 

23.  Company that made rolling stock in um-
brella factory. (1,1,1,1) 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD 

(republished in April/May Throwback Modeller#20) 

ACROSS 

1. Pamela; 4. Edward; 9. Direction; 10. Tub; 11. Riddles; 13. Gamma; 14. Machynlleth;  

18. Ex NCB; 19. Entices; 21. Rio; 22. Executive; 24. Mikado; 25. Aspect. 

 

DOWN 

1. Padarn; 2. MER; 3. Local; 5. Donegal; 6. Automatic; 7. Dibnah; 8. Kitson-Meyer;  

12. Draincock; 15. Hibberd; 16. Red Rum; 17. Ascent; 20. Truss; 23. Ice. 



Team tram (Derek) - millions  Team L&B (Nigel) - zero 

 

TBM #21 score card 

My turn to bring things to a close. Well, 

you have had a lot to read before 

getting here, and that is really down to 

everyone who has sent articles in. Again 

I am holding a few over, but please do 

keep on supporting Throwback. 

Whilst we hopefully are over the worst 

of the restrictions, I am not altogether 

sure that everything will go back to 

what we knew before it started. As we 

return to restricted groups in the 

garden, I have heard more than one 

person say that they have had far more 

pleasure with just the few there - less of 

having to watch over everyone's 

shoulders and the catering half of the 

relationship has not been too stretched. 

I would like to add that you also only 

need invite those you really want to, as 

opposed to holding open house, but 

that may well mean that I never set foot 

outside my own home domain again, so 

I'll keep quiet!  

 

TBM is taking more and more time 

to assemble for us both, but 

recently I wrote, with considerable 

help and input from Ian Pearse and 

James 

Ritson, what is probably the most in 

depth history of Merlin Locomotive 

Works and Tom Cooper. It will come 

out in SMT, likely over the next two 

issues, and was without a doubt the 

hardest thing I have ever attempted.  

Many of you will be going to 

Peterborough fairly soon, and I hope 

you have a great time. Nigel will be 

there if you want to say hello.  

Happy steaming, and stay safe and well. 

DEREK 

These dates are tentatively offered;  

Peterborough, National Garden Railway Show - Saturday 26th June 2021  

Exeter - The Organisers of the Exeter Show on Saturday October 30th. contacted 

us to say that the Show will go ahead on this date, subject to any Government 

restrictions still in force. We will be there with the heritage layout and display as 

always, and would really like to see as many of you as possible joining us, bringing 

your models and maybe running, or just saying hello. 

 

Chris Tilley tells me that they have booked the hall for the next Ashbash on Sun-

day Sept. 19th., subject to any restrictions. I really do recommend these events, 

and think that more of this sort of thing will become the norm. Full details in the 

next TBM.  Christmas Ashbash is also hopefully on Sunday Dec. 12th. 

Provisional Diary Dates  

 

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 

16mm Heritage Locomotive 

Owners and Operators 

Association  

Contact us.. 

Note New number 

Tail 

Lamp Final single Fairlie photo Lord Snowdon, 

Photo David Pinniger 


